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EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the second issue of Antifa Forum. What began last year as a one-off has 
become the framework for an ongoing project. A number of initiatives are currently in the 
AFF pipeline, not least of which is the magazine you now hold in your hands. Our aims 
focus on the provision of anti-fascist information and analysis from an anti-state position, 
the strengthening of a network amongst independent anti-fascist info/action-based groups, 
and to contribute towards ending the isolation of militant anti-fascists. 

Some might argue that there doesn"t seem that great a need for this sort of work. They 
would maintain that we are presently witnessing a 'down turn' in public activity from the 
radlcat-Right and that there would accordingly be scant need for anti-fascist analysis or 
action. They'd only be half right. The combatants of either side have simmered down In 
many areas, but the issues are still burning. Throughout North America, militant anti fascist 
initiatives have “exposed, opposed and confronted” fascism in forcing them on the 
retreat... but only a temporary one. Flaving been denied footholds in various areas, fascist 
leadership have gone on to reconstitute themselves and proceed along a different avenue 
from that of organizing on the streets. They have aimed at swimming in the mainstream. 
The conservative Left has not proven itself able, or in some cases willing, to over-shadow 
these moves. This leads one to believe that they will be even less prepared to combat the 
threat of fascism if it manages to rally the “hearts and minds'* it needs for Round Two. 
Why wait for a well-orchestrated initiative from their side before a move is made? North 
America Is being driven by a Right-wing and radical Right-wing agenda. Fascism is gaining 
ground in areas where the Left has failed. Some of us involved in AFF have had experience 
with action-based Initiatives and have been witness to the rise and decline of anti-fascist 
and left-oriented initiatives in our localities as well as cycles of growth for the far-Right. 
Flistoncally, this has been the pattern, The Immediate goal of a coordinated anti-fascist 
initiative will depend on breaking these cycles and setting the agenda: being in front: 
making a difference. To do this, we need to butld ourselves a foundation to work from. 

About this Issue of AF. A number of themes run through this edition which relate directly 
to Issues reinforcing our standpoint on militant anti-fascism, Although Anti-Fascist Forum 
is primarily an info-based collective, Its contributors and aligned supporters promote 
militant anti-fascism; that is, a dual-track strategy of physical and ideological opposition. 
The ideological battle we Intend to wage will be meant to compliment anti-fascist activities 
but considers itself set poles apart from the liberal elements and their hallmarks of unend¬ 
ing disaster and failure. A significant portion of what currently makes up the anti-racist 
movement insists on maintaining a reliance on the solutions of “cops and courts” within 
the anti-fascist arena. There are even those who recognize this base contradiction and still 
maintain such a relationship. Their lack of focus soon translates into a lack of direction, 
lack of a plan, and lack of usefulness. Not to mention the damage caused in abandoning 
genuine militants and potential support from various communities tn trade for government 
grants and cozy relations with the police. Our stance is a different one to this. Instead of 
being led up the river, we might all do well to chart our own course for ourselves. Without 
having to start from scratch. It's time to start afresh. The potential is massive. 

The concept of Anti-Fascist Forum was forged out of a need to stake claim to the long¬ 
standing tradition of militant anti-fascism and to build for its continuity. With these alms 
in mind, we drew up a battleplan for our immediate localities. In order for any militant 
tendency to grow and call its own shots, it must sever Itself from those which are either 
outrightly pro-state, or simply refuse to see anything past having a few fascist figureheads 
locked-up behind bars. However, recent history has made a clear case for a much-needed 
review of what exactly constitutes militant anti-fascism. As we develop this analysis, these 
issues will be taken to task. 
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Cops & LAM Go Hand In Hand - A 
Critical view of the World Anti-Fascist 
League, page 8 


“Timothy McVeigh's conviction in a Denver courtroom for the 1995 
bombing of the Murrah federal building in Oklahoma City* is touted by 
liberals and media pundits as a 'blow* against the far-right But the 
decision by the FBI and Justice Department to limit their investigation 
and subsequent prosecution to 'decorated' Gulf War vet McVeigh and 
army buddy, Terry Nichols, have raised serious doubts and provoked 
much speculation." 


The LAM (Ligue Anti-fasciste Mondiale/World Anti-fascist League) of 
Montreal Canada began Its life as a street-based anti-fascist action 
group. It has since ended up an “anti-racist business”, soaking up 
government grant money* working with law-enforcement agencies* and 
snitching on the radical left. What happened? 


The Public-Private Partnership 
(LAM sidebar), page i6 


Case Closed? Fascist Networks & The 
Oklahoma City Bombing* page 3 


The Anti-Fascist Militia - Premature 
Anti-Fascists?, page 18 

In April 199s, at a time when anti-fascist organizing was entering a 
period of decline* the idea came from somewhere tn Canada to send 
razor-traps and pipe-bombs through the mail to fascist leadership 
figures across North America. Did they serve to complement the 
initiatives of the anti-fascist movement or were they merely a blast 
of desperation from the sidelines? 


Anti-Fascist Cyber Action, page 23 
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‘DO YOU WORK FOR 
THE GOVERNMENT?' 

Tiii’iothy Mc-Veigh's conviction in a Denver 
courtroom for the 1995 bombing of the 
Murrah federal building in Oklahoma Cityf is 
touted by liberals and media pundiLs as a 
**blow" against the fai-right. But the tltxlsion 
by the FBI and Justice DepartmeiU to limit 
their investigation and subsequent prosecu¬ 
tion to “decorated" Gulf War vet McVeigli and 
army buddy, Terr>' Nicliols, have raised seri¬ 
ous doubts and provoked much speculation. 

Perhaps some of the lingering questions 
swirling around the case will be answ'ered by 
an Oklahoma grand jury that convened in 
nud-July. Though state officials had tried to 
block the probe, they were forced to iinpane) 
a grand jury after more than 10,000 Oklahoma 
residents signe<l a petition demanding one. 
The petition drive was organised by Glenn 
Wilburn, who lost tw'o grandsons in the blast, 
and Republican state legislator Charles Key. 
Wilbum died July 15 from cancer. But before 
his death, Wilburn and many others belie veil 
there was a wider conspiracy to bomb the 
federal building; they are not alone in iheir 
suspicions. 

One of the more intriguing st^enarios chal¬ 
lenging the “officiar version of events, allege 
that internationally- connected fascists were 
involved in the plot. According to this reatl- 
ing, they blew up the Murrali buildiEtg as an 
act of revenge for the execulion of idehard 
Snell, a neo-naxi “soldier" in the C’oveiiaiU, 
Sword and Arm of ihL' Lord (CSA), During the 
1980s, the CSA coUaboraletl with The Order, a 
terrorist army of Aryan Nations, CSA and 
National Alliance disciples.^ A retired FBI 
agent who jjut Snell behind bars for a racial¬ 
ly-motivated double ho mi ci tie, believes the 
killer could have helped plan the attack from 
death-row.^ 

None of this should surjirise anyone since 
mass-murderer Timothy McVeigh is a stone- 
cold fascist. When arrested by Oklahoma 
police neo-Nazi literature was found in his 
car, including Tfte Turner Diariei;, a pulp 
**nover written by National Alliance “fuhrer” 
William Pierce. Herr Pierce's racist diatribe is 
believed to have served as an ideological 
“blueprint" for the bombing. 

According to some reports, McVeigh 
joined the Ku Klux Klan in Harrison, Arkansas 


in 1992. And a fomtei^ Xiyan Nalions It^adei; 
Bobby Joe Farrington, toki the Detn er Pos( 
he met McVeigh in 1992 at the group’s Id alio 
iiea^lquaiters. According to Farrington, the 
Oklahoma City bombing w'as part of a wiiler 
plot to kill four federal judges with truck 
bombs. One of the intendi^d targets, retire<l 
U,S. District Judge Fred Daugherty had an 
ofiice in the federal ct>urthouse across the 
street from the Murrali tmilding. When the 
Ryder truck exploded Daugherty was woimti¬ 
ed by flying glass. Serving a ^i-i-yeai sentence 
for the theft of a vehicle that was to be usetl 
jin the murder of a judge in the Pacitk: 
Northwest, FarringU>n says MeVtIgh is “an 
jdioC who bombed the wrtmg tmilding. 
Farrington claims his knowledge of the 
Murrah building blast “comes from coire- 
spondence and conversations with others in 
the white supremacist movement," An FBI 
spokesperson dechtied to answer quest it ins 
about these allegations, citing Judge Hie hard 
Matschs gag order during the Mt Vcigh trial,'^ 
Idiot or not, like his |injgenitors in The 
Order McVeigh stole a gun collection frotu an 
Arkansas man and sold it 1o tmance the 
attafik. As a calling card he left behind a copy 
of WhUe Power, w^ritten by the lah' Amt'riean 
Nazi Parry leader George Lim oin Rockw ell 
Far from beiirg a “loner" or a “matl tjomhcT' 
as diqjictcd by t he media, 7111101 by MeVtIgh is 
a suidier in an underground tiiizi amiy lull- 
bent on inciting a race war."^ 

By upping-the-ante through siiectai ular 
acts of terror, Iks(ism achieves iwo objec lives: 
they demonstrate* the etfK'acy ol ^leaderless 
resistance" tactics that itrstiU JPor and they 
shape the social dimate lU'ce.ssary' lor a' shat- 
eg>' ol tension" to suc‘{*et‘d - increased state 
repression across the boiirtl. {Iklahoma ( ily: a 
recruitment post er f(ir fascism’s anntMl wing. 

If these allemato scenarios are plausible it 
shifts “ground zero" from Waco to Eiohim City 
(EC), ftom the biblical Book oj Re vela t i arts to 
T/(p Turmr Diaries, from the Branch 
Davidians to the Aryan Nations and beyond. 
And when an ATF informant claims a Wiiiie 
Aryan Resistance fVVAR) leader and a "well- 
connected" German discussed blowing-up the 
Murrah building months before McVeigh's 
arrestf more plot lines scar the landscape than 
wTeckage in the wake of a Tbxas twister! Who 
then, are the “others unknowm” named in the 
original federal indictment? 
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For nearly four years, a former 
Bimdeswehr c>ffleer with intelUgenxT linkSi 
Andreas Strassmeir^ was chief of security at a 
white supremacist commune, Elohim City 
(EC). Strassmeir is the son of Uelniui Kohl’s 
fomicr t'hief of staff, Guenter Strassmeir, the 
architect of Genuany's annexation of the 
Gemian Democratic Eepiiblic. His assign- 
meril with the Panzer Grenatliers, a inililaiy^ 
unit analogous to U.S. Anny Special Forces, 
was to detect infiltralitm l)y Waisaw^ Patl 
agents and then feed them disinfomiation.^ 
According to (iiffering versions of the 
Strassmeir “conneetion/ tie may be an inter¬ 
national link to the (conspiracy or an intelli- 
genee ""assc'C with knowledge of the plot. 

'Hus much how ewer, is known. Sti assineir 
taught Wivipons training and "sy>t?cial warfare 
taclies” al EC^s ‘^covtmant community’' of 
riual fascists. When questiemed by reporters 
why he cliost^ to live among V^o/A’ wdio believ^e 
Jews are “the spawn of Satan" and \hdi blacks 
and otlu‘r people of color are “pie-Adamic 
mud peu]>le/’ Strassmeir glibly replied, “1 w'as 
at.traded to the ahem alive lifestyle.’^^^ 

Strassmeir denies any involvement, in the 
bombing and claims to have met McVeigh 
only once, at a Hlh4 Tldsa gun show-, selling 
the killer a U.S. Navy combat knife and a 
sheath. t?ul Just days before the deadly blast, 
M('\'eigli, or someone using his telephone 
credit card, jdaced a cull to Elfihim C-ity. 
Residents at the <'om]5ound insist McVeigh 
was looking for “Andy” “ Strassmeir. The datx^ 
of the ('iill is I'l'ut'ial, April 5; the day McVeigh 
rented the Ryder truck ust^d in the attack. 
ATF infonnant, Carol Howe, a Tulsa debu- 
laiUe who traded shoii|)ing sprites at up-sc^alc" 
boutiques for a stint as a latter-day 
Ef fZi om m a /i do, c 1 aims Strassmeir and 
Dimnis Mahon, the rmmlH'r three man in 
WAii’s hierarchy, discusseii “taking action” 
against thc^ government.^ 

llowe siiys she overheard Mahon and 
Strassmeir plot the l>oinl)ing of government 
buildings while she lived at Elolniu City, 
'nvough ATF executives now claim Ilow^e is 
“imslalde and unreliable,” they don’t deny 
that slie lived at the ccanpound for some 
months in HHI4, that she went there with 
Mahon, her boyfriend at the f.inie, or that she 
))rov1di^d thc‘ agency with infonnation relating 
to the deadly blast. Howe claims she told her 
ATF contact Angela Finley, “Sometime m 
November there w'as a meeting, and 
St rassrneir^ and Mahon said it was lime to quit 
talking and go to war. 1 reported all this to 
Angie. 

liowT and Mahon also appeared on 
German television advocating violence as a 
legitimate means to bring fascism to powt^r. 
Mahon’s coimexiion to leading Gennan fas¬ 
cists is no passing fancy. Neither is the symbi¬ 
otic relationship among American and 
German neo-nazis. By the early 19tK)s they 
were beginning to forge operational links. 


Gary Rex Lauck, a leader of the National 
Socialist German Workers Pai1y/Overseas 
Organization (NSDAP/AQ), ran his propagan¬ 
da operation from Lincoln, Nebraska. Tlie 
largest importer of illegal neo-nazi literalure 
into Germany, Lauck is currently serving a 
four year prison tenn for his attempt to revive 
the Nazi’s “dream” of a “Europe of father¬ 
lands,’' Laiix'k is a friend and politi<‘al ally of 
Dennis Mahon. 

By the early 1990s amid a wave of racist 
attacks against immigrants, Jews and lellistH, 
(incited in no small part by the “mamstreanr 
GDIJ and the “opposition” SPD’s capitulation 
to the fast ists over i mini grab on) i^uck, in his 
role as netw^orker, inttodiitx^d Gennan bone- 
head fad ions to the American Ku Klux Klan, 
In it>Slt>i Tulsa WAR leader Mahon was then 
the Imperial Wizard ol the White Knights of 
t he KKK when he trav elled t o Germany. 

According to cx-fascisi, Ingo 
Hassdbach, the leader of an NSDAP/AO cell 
known as llie National Altemativ^e, Mahon 
came to Gcnnany “to do a cross tmming” in 
the woods outside Berlin and to hold a series 
of meetings with llasselbatli’s group. Shortly 
thereafter, Gentiaii Kiansmen and members 
of Hasselha('h's cell launched a commando 
raid against antifas^cists o<xmpying an aban¬ 
doned castle. The combined KKK- 
NSDAP/At) assault team attacked with auto- 
mal i<^ rifles and other heavy w eatirjns; a young 
Dutch anarchist w^as seriously wounded. 
What other links ntay have been forged 
during t his period? 

After splitting with Mahon in U194, Howe 
ofiered her services to the ATF. For montlxs, 
she fed infonnation to the agency, ATF do(!u- 
ments show that within hours of the blast, 
agents had been noliHevl about jjossible con^ 
net lions between the bontbing and residents 
of Elohim City - including Strassmeir 

According to a hurt^au document liated 
Ajjril 21, I9fh>, agents James R, Blanchard 11 
and Angela Finley talked witli Finley’s “confi¬ 
dential sourc(%” Carol Howe. Tlie report 
stales that Strcissnieir “has talked frecjuenlly 
about direct action against the ILS. 
Government, lie is trained in weaponry and 
htLs disc ussed assassinations, bombings and 
mass shootings.” 

ll\e report relates that, “MEHAlIN 
I Mahon] has talked with CAROL at^out tar¬ 
geting federal installations for destruction 
through bombings, such a.s the IRS Building, 
the 4\ilsa F'edera] Building and the Oklahoma 
City Federal Building. MEHAUN has also dis¬ 
cussed a plan for destroying power lines 
from Oklalmma City to Catousa, Oklahoma, 
during tile hottest part, of the summer, 
MEHAUN reasons tliis will create a panic, 
and without air conditioning, mass race riots 
would begin.” Strassmeir is then mentioned 
in relation to Elohim City’s well-stocked arse¬ 
nal: “CAROL said EC has ,308 rifles, MAC 90s, 
mini-14s, and various fully automatic 


weapons. STHASMEYER once bragged about 
having an M-CO automatic machine gun, but 
later denied 

How^e even claims she saw' McVeigh at 
Elohim City in December 1994. Thougli EC 
elders deny McVeigh ever visited the com¬ 
pound, more than a year earlier on October 
12, 1993, McVeigh was stopped for speeding 
on a lonely stretch of highway on the only 
road leading into Elohim City.^"^ 

Despite infonnation suggesting wider 
involvement in the bombing plot, Carol 
Howe’s testimony w'as ruled “irrelevant” by 
presiding U.S District Judge Richard R 
Matsfh during the McVeigh trial. Tliough 
McVeigh’s attorney, Stephen Jones, has tried 
to use this information in order to save Ids 
client from execution, How-e’s statements 
raise troubling, and legitimate (luestions 
w liich have gone unansw-ered. 

But persistent reports linking Strassmeir 
to McVeigh rely on evidence supplied by other 
witnesses as well. Several of whom pi acre 
Strassmeir in the town of Heringlon, Kansas 
where McVeigh and alleged co-conspirator, 
Terry Nichols, bouglit and stockpiled bomb 
components used in the attack. Though 
Strassmeir denies ever having been in Kansas, 
a young woman who dated McVeigh for two 
years, her mother, a retired liigh school c:oat!h 
and Ids wife, say they spoke with Strassmeir 
the week befort^ the bombing. 

TIk^ fonner coach says he and his wife 
had a conv^ersation with the ex-NATG officer 
at a lakx> north of Heringlon days before the 
blast. ’When questioned by a reporter, the man 
remembers saying to Strassmeir^ “Your 
dialect is really different. Are you a soldier?” 
Slrassmidr said, “No." When he asked him, 
“Do you work for the government?" 
Strassmeir 'just kind of laughed. 

Yet despite statements placing him and 
McVeigh together in Kansas, and an ATF 
“BOLO" (be on the lookout) for his arrest, 
for months Strassmeir came and went as he 
pleased and was not a focus for federal inves¬ 
tigators; in fact, llvey never spoke with him in 
person. Finally, in January 1990 Strassmeir 
was allowed to quietly slip out of tht^ country, 
beating a hasty retreat to his paixmt’s home in 
Berlin; why? 

WHO IS ANOREAS STRASSMEIR? 

Strassmeir claims to be an avid “Civil War 
buff’ wlio first came to the U.S. in 1988 to 
attend the 125th armiversaiy of the battle of 
Gettysburg. He returned in 1989 with hopes of 
permanently settling m the II.S, Vincent 
Petruskie, a retired Air Forx'e colonel and 
father of a Strassmeir acquaintance, says he 
tried to land him a job with the Drug 
Enforcement Agency or the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. During a series of 
interviews with the London Telegraph, 
Strassmeir said he was planning to work on a 
“special assignment" for the Justice 
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Department- But because he didn’t have a 
valid visa, nothing came of 

After^^^ards, Strassmeir says he went to 
Texas and worked as a salesman for a com¬ 
puter firm- From there, he drifted into the 
racist sub-culture of the Ku Klux Klan, Aryan 
Nations and the fringe of the Christian Right. 
In 1991, Strassmeir landed in Elohim City- 
Claiming a Knoxville address, Strassmeir 
obtained a Tennessee drivers license. The 
man who rented him the house, Ray 
Woodruff, says the German never actually 
lived there. A retired extent!tnator, Woodruff 
says Strassmeir was welcome because he was 
a like-minded “patriot" who shared his con¬ 
cerns about a government conspiracy to “take 
away our guns and invade our homes " 
Woodruff is on the national advisory board of 
the Council of Conservative Citizens, a right- 
wing group that, evolved from the segrega¬ 
tionist Citizens Councils of the 1960s. 

The Tennessee man says he first met 
Strassmeir at the Black Mountain, N.C. home 
of Kirk Lyons, lead attorney with the far- right 
CAUSE Foundation (Canada, Australia, 
United States, South Africa, Europe). Lyons, 
who is Strassmeir’s lawyer, says his client is 
the object of a vendetta by distraught 
relatives of bombing victims. He also claims 


that members of McVeigh's defense team 
circulated his client's picture across Kansas; a 
charge all four witnesses deny. They say it 
was the FBI who first showed them the ex- 
officeris photo. 

-An ubiquitous figure in fascist and “patriot” 
scenes, Lyons has defended neo-Nazis, 
Holocaust deniers, members of the Ku Klux 
Klan andj with blessings from the FBI, he 
negotiated the surrender of Xhristian 
Patriot” Freemen last year in Montana. 
According to Gennany Alert, an antifascist 
watchdog publication, Lyons has been filmed 
taking part in neo-Nazi actiWties in Gennany, 
In other words, while he may be just an aver¬ 
age guy doing the Lord's work, how would an 
attorney linked to neo-nazis come to defend 
the son of a leading member of Helmut Kohl's 
CDU?‘® 

According to Lyons, the ex-officer went 
to EC to work for cash because he didn't 
have a valid visa and therefore, couldn’t work 
legally. While the hypocrisy of a rabid immi¬ 
grant-basher aiding an illegal “Aiy'an” migrant 
is too precious not to note, it just doesn’t 
wash. Lyons claims he can show that 
Strassmeir was nowhere near Kansas or 
Oklahoma City in the weeks before the blast. 
His “proof' are a few notes scratched on a 



Norman Rockwell calendar! 

Strassmeir claims he was mending fences 
near Elohim City for an elderly woman he and 
Lyons refuse to identify. Though Strassmeir 
insists he was working the week before the 
deadly blast, there are no notations on the cal¬ 
endar between April 9 and 15, a critical time¬ 
line when Kansas witnesses claim to have 
seen the ex-NATO officer in Hcrington.^^ 
There are strange events surrounding the 
identity - and motives - of the mysterious 
“Civil War buff." In 1992, Strassmeir's station 
wagon was impounde{l by the Oklahoma 
highway patrol for a traffic violation, In typi¬ 
cal cop-shop fashion they searched the car 
and found a collection of documents in 
Strassmeir's briefcase, some of them in 
German as well as a copy of Hie Termrist 
Handbookj a how-to n!anual demonstrating 
“the many techniques and methods ust^d by 
people.,, who employ terror as a means to 
political and social goals,” 

According to tow-lmck driver Kenny 
Pence, Strassmeir brought heavy pressure to 
bean “Boy, we caught hell over that, one,” 
Pence recalled. “The phone calls came in 
from the State Department, the Governor's 
office, and someone called and said he had 
iliplomatic miniunity. He was just a weird 
cookie.'’ Strassmeir says Pent^t' w'as confused 
about some of the det.ails but. t'ont'eded: 
“Some calls did come in to rattle their cage,” 
he said, “Something must have been said 
about my father’s position,”^^ 

Etiually odd is a recently-declassified 
State Department document inlerf)reted by 
some researchers as evidence that the 
Gentian government acted to prevent U.S. 
officials from investigating Strassmeir's 
alleged link to the bombing. Published in 
April by Gemian^ Alert, the document claims 
that Gennan police, intelligence and the 
Officre for the Protection of the Constitution 
had “no data” on Strassmeir 

While the Kohl government postures for 
the media, claiming their security services 
have identified “just about" every Gennan 
involved with neo-Nazism, isn't it curious lhal 
the son of a prominenl Kohl ally, one with 
extensive links to North Ameticran fascists, is 
absent from their files? That the heail of secu¬ 
rity for an amod neo-Nazi group with poten¬ 
tial ties to a m^or international terrorist 
event, would have gone unnoticeil by German 
intelligence is a curious omission indeed! 

During extensive interviews with reporters 
Strassmeir says he has “copper-bottomed 
information’' about the bombing and reserved 
his harshest criticism for the ATE His state¬ 
ment that, “the ATP had an informant inside 
this operation. They had advance warning and 
bungled it,” seems to imply first-hand knowL 
edge. Strassmeir told the l^effraph, “What 
they should have done is make an arrest w^hile 
the bomb was still being made instead of wail¬ 
ing till the last moment for a publicity stunt. 
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asked whether he thought Lite iitfor- 
iiianl would ev^er come forvv’ard, Strassinelr 
said: '"How t an he? Wlial happens if it was a 
sting operation from the very beginning? 
Wliat liaiJi)ens if it comes out that the plant 
was a provocateur? Wbat then? Tlte r€dati\ es 
of the victims arc going to go crazy^ and he’s 
going to be lieJd restjonsitile for the inurtler of 
lti8 people. Of course the infonnanl can’t 
come forw ard, lie's scared stiff Tight 
In liglU of the ex-tifficer’s statement, inquiring 
minds can’t heiti Imt ask which informant, 
t’arol liowe - or Strassineir Ivimselt? 

Tiiotigh J’ftieral prosecutors say they now^ 
tjelievc Mt Veigli and Nichols “acicd alone,” 
what about sworn sLatements made by wit¬ 
nesses to the Oklahoma grand jury? Others 
have already testilled they saw^ McVeigh drive 
a lighi-colon d sedan wilh otiier men inside, 
(Jne man claims they were following a Ryder 
truc k like the one usetl lo blow' up ihe Murrah 
huilding,^^^ 

Who are ihe ''others unknown" wliom the 
feds c‘an1 secern l,o find? And who is Andreas 
Strassineir? A stonecold killer who partici¬ 
pated in the plot as Oarol How'c alleges, or an 
informant w'hi^'s NATO bac^kground and 
Oennan ancestry would ntake him a perfeci 
intelligenc'e asset for innilrating the neo-nazi 
underground? 

‘GROUND ZERO"? 

Straddling tlie ArkanSfis-Oklahoma bor¬ 
der, Elohim f’lty has been dest ribc'd as 
""ground zc^ro" for "Aryan warriors," T1 tough 
k'ss w'ell-known than Richard Butler’s Iciaho- 
l)ased Aty'an Nations, Eloliiin City has a kmg, 
langk'd Id story with scime of the most violeni 
fat lions of the fai-right. 

Since its fcmnding by Canadian Christian 
Identity minister Robert Millar in the ld80s, 
Elohim City has l>een home to fugitive mem- 
bei’s of The Crdci; Covenant, Sw'ord and 
ATin of the Loixi, and other armt^d groufis, 
including the hank-robbing Aryan 
Repuiilican Arpty {AHA). 

The ideological roots of the Oklahoma 
City bombing arc Intertwined with those of 
the CSA and 'riie Orfler. CSA founder James 
Ellison w'as a t:ommitte<l Identity fascist ; that 
iSf tmtil he bec^ame a federal witness and rat- 
ted-out his tiazi frientls. When Fosse 
C-omitatus leader (iordon Kahl w'as shot flur¬ 
ing a stanfi-off after killing two cops, 
Ellisons gn>utt issuetl a declaration of wan 
Kahl's death galvanized the w'hite suprema¬ 
cist movement. Shortly thereafter, the CSA 
joinefi Ibrccs with The Order. They were 
waging w^ar against the "Zicmisl Occupation 
Ciovemment” or ZOG. Stratfigic targets for 
attack irvcluded government buildings and 
other vital infrastructure. One scheme even 
involved a plan to poison the w ater supplies 
of an unnamed city. 

On August 9j 1983 Ellison helped torch 
the Metropolitan Community Church in 


Springfield^ Missouri. The MCC serv-es the 
queei‘ community and w^as therefore consid¬ 
ered a "legitimate’’ target. Then on November 
2, Snell and CSA member William Thomas 
Iminbed a natural gas [npeline in Arkansas 
with C-^ explosives.^^ 

In ortler to wage w'ar, the fascists needed 
cash, lots of it, so they targeted a pawnshop in 
Texarkana. They wTre using the paw^Ttshot> 
stick-up as a dry-run for planned bank rob¬ 
beries. During the heist Snell pul a gun lo the 
pawnbroker’s head. Assuming the man was 
Jewish, he pulled the trigger. Snell later told 


Ellison that therictim "needed l o die.” Finally 
on .June 30, 1084, Snell was pulled over on a 
routine tiaffic stop in rural Arkansas by a 
black state trooper. Wlien he emerged from 
tlie car he w as firing and killed the cop. Snell 
was caught hfjurs later anti eventually w'as 
sentenced lo death, 

But Richard Snell remained aclive in the 
movement, writing for various "patriot” and 
fascist publications. In 1987 he w'as indicted 
by federal authorities along with nine other 
neo-Nazis on charges of sedition and con* 
spiracy t o kill a judge and an FBI agent. The 
Pi. Smith trial w'as a flisasler for federal 
prosecutors. While all ten men w'ere acquitted 
the general schema for future actions by 


small leaderlcss cells of armed fascists 
came to light. 

Kerry Noble^ a former C8A leader turned 
federal witness told thc^ Detiver Post after the 
Oklahoma City bombing, that Ellison and 
Snell specifically singled out the Murrah 
building in conversations he had wilh lliem 
back in 198^5, According to Noble, in addition 
to the Murrah building, CSA militants planned 
to bomb a number of overpasses on major 
highw'ays around Dallas.^'^ 

Noble believes the reason the Murrah 
building was chosen as a target w'as its "low 
security, so many government oftices in the 
same building, in the middle of America - the 


heartland... No one would suspect it,,. We 
knew' nobody w'OuJd expect it."'^^ 

And retired FBI agent Jack Knox believes 
Snell maint ained communication links to peo- 
])lo "in the movement.” Snell was thought of 
fondly in Elohim City; though he w^ould soon 
be buried there, Knox believes that the 
Oklahoma City blast "ittight be... In memory 
of him, 

As the date of Snell’s execution 
approached, others were fearful. A fonner 
Itigh-ranking Arkansas prison officiaJp Alan 
Abies, said he was so concerned that he took 
“extraordinaiy personal precautions" the day 
of the execution. Abies also said that on four 
or five occasions during the days before his 
death, Snell insisted that "there was going to 
be a bomb, there was going to be an explo¬ 
sion" and that somebody from the Midcast 
would be blamed.^^ 

Snell knew the racist nature of the system 
he claimed to oppose. In the wake of the 


blast, the media paraded a stream of right- 
wing "terrorism experts" before the crameras 
w'ho swore the origins of the bombing "lay in 
the Middle East" - as did the FBI. But Richartl 
Snell knew' better. 

At 9:02 A.M. on April 19, 1995, two tons of 
fertilizer and racing fuel exidoded outside the 
Murrah building. In the hours before his 
scheduled 9 P M. death, the former prison offi¬ 
cial recalled that Snell chuckled and laughed 
as he watched television coverage of live 
OklalToma City bombing, Alan Abies clearly 
remembers Richard Snell’s final words: 
"Governor Tucker, look over your shouldet; i 
wouldn’t trade places with any of you or any 
of your political cronies. Hell has victory; I'm 
at peace. 

CASE CLOSED? 

Cracks in the federal government's c*are- 
fuUy-crafled bombing scenario threaten to 
become huge gaping holes. Neo-nazi debu¬ 
tante Carol Howe believes she supplied 
authorities with enough information to slop 
the Oklahoma City btimbitig. Howe and griev¬ 
ing family members wonder why nothing was 
done. Answers lo Ihi.s question may lie with 
ATF agent Angela Finley's recently published 
transc:ripts. 

By December 1994, ATF executives were 
alarmed by the direction taken by Finley's 
interviews with Carol Howe, The bureau 
began to plan a raid on Elohim City. Tlie ATF 
intended to arrest Strassmeir and other resi¬ 
dents on weapons charges, yet the raid never 
took place. How'e told Finley that ’WAR leader 
Mahon claimed he knew how to make bombs 
and even bragged about exploding a 500- 
pound ammonium nitrate bomb umler a truck 
in Michigan five years earlier. 

Other cracks in the government’s wall of 
silence around the nazi compound have also 
appeared. Despite repealed assertions by fed¬ 
eral investigators that McVeigh hati only a 
passing connection to Elohim City, Finley's 
notes show otherwise. Months before the 
blast, Howe said Mahon and Strassmeir dis¬ 
cussed someone named "Tim Tbttlc,” an alias 
federal prosecutofs say was used by Timothy 
MeVeigh,^^^ 

If the theory advanced by those who 
forced an Oklahoma grand jui^ to convene is 
correct, that the bombing resulted from a 
bungled "sling’' operation involving a juris¬ 
dictional turf war between competing federal 
agencies, that theory w as bolstered in a Tulsa 
courtroom on June 30. During a pre-trial 
hearing on Carol Howe’s indicuuent on unre¬ 
lated bomb charges, local reporters claimed 
"near pandemonium" broke out in the court¬ 
room when an FBI agent testified that 
Christian Identity fascist, Robert Millar, was 
an FBf informanL^^^ 

Since Carol Ilowe told the ATF months 
before the Murrah building blast that Millar 
urged compound residents to take action 
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against the stale, this revelation potentially 
transfonns EC's spiritual guru from a margin¬ 
al figure on the edge of Oklahoma City's tan¬ 
gled web into an agent provocatmr. If noth¬ 
ing else^ it sheds new light on FBI statements 
that Millar is not an active subject of their 
investigation! 

With this in mind, what is one to make of 
tlie excerpt from agent Finley's field notes, 
dated January 1, 1995? Howe relates that, 
'‘During the Sabbath meeting Millar gave a 
sermon soliciting violence against the United 
States government- He brought forth his sol¬ 
diers and instructed them to take whatever 
actions necessary against the United States 
govern ment,”"^^ 

Was the Murrah building bombing ''nec¬ 
essary'’ in order to exact vengeance for Waco 
and Richard Snell? The key to the mystery of 
what role Mtllar played may hinge on when 
the FBI "turned" him. If he was an informant 
before the blast, Millar may have been a 
provocateur for his FBI handlers. If he 
became a snitch after the blast, Millar may be 
covering for others ^ his own granddaughter 
and her new husband perhaps, convicted 
Aryan Republican Army bank robber. 


Michael Brescia - Heir StrassmeiFs Elohim 
City roommate! 

And who were '*the soldiers" Rev. 
Millar “brought forth"? Though the FBI 
claims to have interviewed more than 
20,000 people during their investigation, 
the bureau has yet to speak with one "sol¬ 
dier,” the man whom British immigration 
officials called a terrorist when they 
barred him entry into Britain - Dennis 
Mahon. In July he refused to testify before 
the Oklahoma grand jury, Claiming his 
rights under the fifth amendment, Mahon 
said that without immunity he won’t talk. 
Reporters wryly noted Mahon didn’t pro¬ 
vide details of what he needed immunity 
from.^^ 

And so w^e come full circle. In the two 
intervening years since the deadly blast, 
many troubling questions cast doubt on 
the government’s premise that McVeigh 
and NichoLs "acted alone." Some of the 
evidence strongly suggests that federal 
prosecutors and the FBI have not pursued 
promising investigative avenues that point 
to a wider conspiracy, one fueled by the 
genocidal fantasies of Adolf Hitler's heirs. 
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moming oJ .June 2thi foilowing liie official 
St-Jean Baptiste celebrations, more than 
two Ihousanti people thoroughly trashed 
the provincial cajntolf repeatedly routing 
the ijolicc and managing to enter and set 
tire to the National Assembly (where the 
provincial govemmenl meets). While by no 
means the first event of its kind - i996 was 
the third year in a row that there had been 
riots on Sl-Jean Batd.iste in Quebec City, and 
in 19JI7 there were riots in the capitol and 
the city of Montreal - it was by far the most 
severe. There was over a half a million dob 
lars in damages; over $200,000 to the 
National Assembly alone, and eighty-one 
people wore arrested and charged with 
assault, obstructing police and participating 
in a riot some receiving jail sentences of 
over one year 

There is little mystery as to the causes of 
this violence. The Federal liberal govem- 


menTs austerity measures have trickled down 
to the provinces^ adding frustration and anger 
to an already far from tranquil social situa¬ 
tion, The police in Quebec City^ like cops 
everywhere, seem to lake pleasure in getting 
into people’s faces and exercising their power 
howTver they sec fit. The past few years have 
seen an increasing tendency on the part of 
many people to stand up to this bullying, and 
police harassment has led to more than one 
evening of violence, of which June 24th 1996 
was simply the most noteworthy because it 
was the most successful. 

Rather than concentrate on the St. Jean 
riot, though, this article will focus on tJie 
repression in engendered. Of particular inter¬ 
est to radical anti-fascists in this story was the 
role played by ^'one of our own’' (sic), the 
World AnH-Fascist League^, in bringing down 
ihe heavy hand of the State on a section of the 
radical left. 


ACRO&S 


NORIK AMERICA... 


j>eople of varying political persuasions are 
taking a stand againsi racism. As revolu¬ 
tionary anti-fascists wc of course believe 
thal racism must alw^ays be opposed, but 
this doesn't mean that every opponent of 
the extreme right can Ijc trusted. Our battle 
is with all oppressors and all oppression, 
and those who through some lluke of politi¬ 
cal expediency join us in opposing bone- 
heads^ and Klansmon may very well end up 
being on the ot her side of the barricades 
when our methods become too radical, or 
our targets too mainstream. 

This was brought home to many 
activists in the summer of 1996, when the 
biggest riot to hit the province in thirty 
years broke out in Quebec City. Early on the 



















HKO'S TO BLAME? 

St-Jean Baptiste Day is a popular 
Quebecois holiday associated in ri’iany people's 
minds with wild partying and saying ‘'up yours” 
to the police. In 1994, two police cars were set 
alight in Quebec City in a night of skirmishes in 
w'hich 24 people were arrested. The next year 
40 people w'ere arrested in similar, confronta¬ 
tions. When 1996 rolled around everyone 
expected a repeat performance. All of the signs 
were there: mounting tensions between police 
and young people, ever-increasing frustration 
amongst the ordinary people suffering the gov^ 
ernment’s neo-liberal restructuring* police 
harassment had already sparked tw'o nights of 
rioting in the province, in Quebec City on May 
3rd followed by Montreal exactly two w'eeks 
later. After the former, where 16 out of over 
1,000 rioters w'ere violently arrested, the 
Deputy Mayor of Quebec City explained his 
surprise by saying that “normally these events 
occur on St-Jean Baptiste.'* 



Despite the fact that many people thought 
they knew what would happen, the extent of 
the 1999 St-Jean riot caught everyone by sur¬ 
prise. Thousands of people looted stores and 
smashed up the city^ repeatedly driving off the 
police. Perhaps anticipating accusations of 
“mindless violence^, some brave souls made 
their w'ay to the National Assembly where so 
many decisions affecting, and harming, their 
lives are-made and proceeded to trash it, too. 
Windows were broken, statues knocked over, 
and fires were set. The five-person security 
detail assigned to guard the buildings was 
helpless, and calls to the Quebec Provincial 
Police for backup went unansw^ered for hours. 

Needless to say, the morning after this 
carnival everyone who might be held account¬ 
able was looking for someone else to hold the 
bag. The media spotlight was on the Quebec 
Municipal Police Department, which had 
clearly failed to maintain control. 
Comparisons were made with Montreal, 
where police managed to control a crowd sev¬ 
eral times as large without incident. Martin 
Forgoes, a pretender to the Quebec Mayor's 
office, laid the blame squarely at the cops' 
feet, insisting that if better planning wouldn't 
have prevented the riot it would have at least 
lessened its toll. 

In the hopes of shifting the blame and saving 


some face, Quebec City Police Chief 
Normand Bergeron publicly declared that the 
riot w^as the result of a political conspiracy. 
An “extreme right wing group with interna¬ 
tional ramifications” had instigated it, he 
said/"^ No one has ev^er offered any evidence 
to back up these allegations, and a year and a 
half after the fact it is clear that the police 
chief was either lying or repeating lies others 
had told him. Yei the accusation established 
the framewwk for scapegoating: political 
conspiracy Never mind that the vast maj<irity 
of those arrested had no known connection to 
any political organisation or movement. The 
first attempt to save face had been made, anti 
now the fun could really begin! 

Perhaps because of the nature of 
Bergeron's accusation the media rushed off to 
the World Anti-Fascist league, the standard 
source reporters in Quebec consult for infor¬ 
mation about the far right. Yet the WALs 
researchers were not satisfied with refuting 
this hairbrained theory. Instead they offered a 
competing story of their own. WTiile agreeing 
that the riot was the w^ork of professional agi¬ 
tators, they accused Bergeron of being "out in 
left field" for blaming the extreme right. 
According to the League, wJiich at the time 
was still viewed by many as a progressive 
organ!sation, the agitators w^ho had managed 
to get 2,000 people to trash the provincial 
capitol came from the extreme left. 
According to WAL spokesperson Peter Vorias, 
an anarchist organisation called Deni an archie 
was to blame for all the trouble.Alain 
Dufour provided the scintillating details: 
Demanarchie w^as a "widely n>a<l” and "highly 
influential” radical left-wing newspaper 
whose "call to riot" had been obeyed on the 
24th! These accusations, w^hile initially dis¬ 
missed by the police, w^ere quickly seized 
upon as the ideal alibi for those w^ho feared 
being rebuked for neither preventing nor con¬ 
taining the St-Jean carnival. Not only that, but 
the spectre of left-wing insurrection, no mat¬ 
ter how^ ridiculous, provided an excellent 
excuse to go “fishing", to gather infonnation 
on these would-be revolutionaries. 

The day after the WAL broadcast its con¬ 
spiracy theories a comrade was airestetl for 
selling Demanarchie at the Place Youvlllc, the 
popular youth hangout where the Quebec 
City riot had started. This activist's house was 
then searched by police who seized his com¬ 
puter and several hundred copies of the 
newspaper. Next, police raided the home of 
Food Not Bombs members who had signed 
for the post office box F'NB shared with 
Demanarchie. (Food Not Bombs is a radical 
antipoverty organisation.) Three people were 
arrested when police found a few pot plants 
at the FNB activists' home. Their subsequent 
trial was rife with political commentary At 
their bail hearing the prosecutor described 
them as dangerous agitators and noted that 
even though they had not been in Quebec City 


the night of the riot they had distributed sub¬ 
versive propaganda in order to get "others to 
do the actual w'ork” for them. Tlte judge sub¬ 
sequently refustHi requests for bail, saying “It 
would make me feel ill io free anarchist 
philosophers” ami, alluding to tlic marijuana 
jilants claimed that they were conspiring to 
"make the people fall asleep to better be able 
to indoctrinate them”! Although possession of 
such a small quantity of pot w^ould nonitally 
bring only a small tine, the activists received 
sentences ranging from one to three months 
in jail, as well as two years probation and a 
one-year ban from the arenas around Place 
Youville and the National Assembly. 

Following these airesis, Quebec City and 
Quebec Provincial Police searched the ajiart- 
menl of a Demanarchie member in Montreal, 
seizing his computer and several boxes of 
doemnents. Although he was never t:harged 
with any crime, his computer w’^as only 
returned three months later in a damaged 
condition. Oilier aclivists known to work 
with Demanarchie noticed officers from vari¬ 
ous police forces keeping them under surveil¬ 
lance. QPP officers interviewed one 
Demanarchie member, presenting him with a 
list of names of militants from anti-poverty 
and anti-racist organisations, wanting to 
know' whicli ones were members of tiie anar¬ 
chist collective. 

This wave of repression galvanised 
alliances Wtw'(>t>n anarchist and other left- 
wing activists in Montreal and Quebec city. 
Soon anti-fascist militajils and researchers 
from across North America were publicly 
denouncing the Quebec police and WAL for 
this clampdown on the radical left. An 
antiracist youth group in Alberia, known as the 
"Edmonton AntiFascist League", even went so 
far as to change its name to "Edmonton 
Anti Racist Action"! 

All of which brings us to the question this 
essay will examine: why did the WAL decide 
to finger a revolutionary' left-wing group to 
the cops and media? As w'ill be detailed, such 
unprincipled behaviour is not at all out of 
character for this organisation. Most likely, 
tliese professional “anti-fascists” knew they 
were bullshitting, but decided to take advan¬ 
tage of police chief Bergeron’s penchant, for 
conspiracy theories and the media’s post-riot 
hysteria to smear a group they certainly 
viewed as competition on the street. 
Demanarchie filled a need the WAL might 
have filled when it was first founded, and w'as 
tn^ted and respected by many of the young 
people who Dufour and Company have 
always treated as their target audience. 

THE HOmJI ANTI-FASCIST LEAGUE 

The WAL first appeared on the Montreal 
scene in early 1989. At the timej it was basi¬ 
cally a bunch of friends in the skinhead and 
punk milieux who hoped to offer some pro¬ 
tection from boneheads at shows. Although a 
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small group, they managed to paint some 
graffiti^ make some patches, and provide 
security at a number of gigs throughout the 
summer. Nevertheless, if not for an illfated 
bonehcad attack they would probably ha%"e 
remained largely unknowTi outside of the 
hardcore music scene. 

On the night of October 13th a group of 
boneheads associated with the GB Skins gang 
attacked a crowd outside a downtown 
Montreal nightclub where the FYench anti-fas¬ 
cist band Berurier Noir was playing. The band 
had imited the WAL to take care of security, 
and the club had its ovm bouncers working 
that evening as well. When the neonazis 
showed up and started smashing people's 
heads in the club’s secuiiiy responded by 
locking the doors, so that neither the bone- 
heads nor their victims could get into the gig. 
People inside spontaneously rushed the 
doors, took to the street and chased the bone- 
heads away. 

This was one of the first times that people 
managed to repel sucli an attack at a Montreal 
gig since boneheads first became a problem 
in Montreal in the mid-eighties. The police 
showed up after the nazis had been chased off 
and waited outside, billy clubs in hand, to dis¬ 
perse the crowd as it left the show^ Even so, 
the evening had been a political victory, one 
that was claimed by the WAL. Suddenly there 
were weekly meetings, membership soared to 
over one hundred, and an anti-fascist youth 
group was fomied. 

At first the WALs energies were concen¬ 
trated on pro\1ding security at shows and 
patrolling the dowmlown strip around the 
Foufounes Electriques (a popular youth hang¬ 
out at the time). As in many other cities, the 
prime victims of bonehead beatings at the 
lime were youth in the punk and ami-racist 
skinhead milieux, and this area was their 
hangout, and thus the spot w'herc boneheads 
were most likely to make trouble for them. 
WAL members played an important part in 
establishing q safe anli-raclst scene, Tliey 
opposed the neo-nazi United Skinheads of 
Montreal and helped drive its leader Alaric 
.Jat:kson out of town . 

For the most part the people who came to 
meetings did so out of a personal opposition to 
racism or, just as often, because the League 
offered a sensible response to the neonazi 
boneheads who bad crashed their show^s for 
years. There was some good gut-level politics 
but little real political experience, so a kind of 
clubhouse atmosphere prevailed. While this is 
fine for a small group of friends, and may pass 
within an affinity group, in larger organisations 
such a situation is far from conducive to demo¬ 
cratic decision-making or power sharing. 

And so it was perhaps inevitable that 
within a short period of time power was cen¬ 
tralised in an informal hierarchy. Alain Dufour 
quickly established himself as the unconiest- 
ed leader, a turn of events that represented 


the beginning of a long and as-of-yet uninter¬ 
rupted conservative trend within the organi- 
sation. Linder pressure from police Dufour 
had the WAL repudiate street-level confronta¬ 
tion of fascists. By 1991 the group had reori¬ 
ented itself once and for all tow^ards simple 
research and public intervention in the form 
of occasionally co-sponsoring rallies, holding 
press conferences and releasing information 
in the form of bulletins and, more rarely, 
annual reports on developments within the 
far right. In the process it had disbanded a 
street gang of over 100 antifascist youth, 
many of whom went on oppose racism in 
other organisations. 

In and of themselves, these developments 
would not indicate a slip into reactionary poL 
itics. Research is necessary in order to devel¬ 
op an analysis of the far right within society. 
Without such an analysis, the impact of anti¬ 
fascist activism remains severely limited, and 
instead of thinking strategically we are left 
stumbling around in the dark. But when a 
group lacks any coherent thoughts about the 
social relations that spawn racist and fascist 
politics one’s perception of the far right is 
likely to be skewed. Such an absence of 
sound analysis led the WAL to adopt, more or 
less consciously^ a liberal point of view 
whereby the extreme left is just a tad better 
that the extreme right, if even that. 

While such "left equals right" nonsense 
does lead to regressiv^e or at best confused 
politics, it is unfortunately common currency 
among mainstream antiracist organisations. 
One can be forgiven for wondering whether 
they adopt this position as the result of 
debate and analysis, or simply because it is a 
convenient excuse to freeze out radical anti¬ 
fascists, something many would do anyway in 
order to ensure funding and eliminate compe¬ 
tition. (The fact of the matter is that for such 
groups’ anti-racism is often little more than a 


specialized section of the service industry, in 
other words a business with a bottom line.) A 
certain kind of revolutionary anti-Stalinism 
can also play into this liberal confusion, as 
hostility towards moribund left-wing organi¬ 
sations leads some to confuse Left and Right 
variants of authoritarianism. While there are 
no hard and fast rules and there may or may 
not be much essential difference between the 
two, strategically it is generally best for radi¬ 
cals to attack the latter by all means neces¬ 
sary and to resist the former through rea¬ 
soned argument and debate. 

In the WALs case, this liberal predilection 
w as coupled with an utter lack of ethics and 
integrity on the part of core members. They 
repeatedly provided false information regard¬ 
ing their membership, finances and relations 
with other groups. They also lied about the 
activities of the far right, all the better to hype 
themselves as the anti-racist experts with the 
goods on what’s going down. 

To return to our business analogy, if some 
anti-racists are professional swastika coun¬ 
ters, this had become a swastika counting 
racket. According to documents released by 
the Research Group on the Far-Right and Its 
Allies, the WAL went so far as to knowingly 
spread disinformation about a neo-nazi gath¬ 
ering in 1992, repeatedly telling journalists 
that it w^as to be held in the city of Sorel after 
having already communicated to other anti- 
racist organisations that this information was 
false A letter from the WAL to the English 
antifascist magazine Searchlight seems be 
bear this out. 

WAL members have also misrepresented 
themselves as belonging to other organisa¬ 
tions,^ and the group has repeatedly exagger¬ 
ated its own influence, pretending to be a true 
world organisation with chapters in Europe 
and the United States. Around the time of the 
Gulf Massacre the WAL set up a front group 
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calleci thtf Gathering for World Priendshii> 
which falsely claimed to have helped to 
organise a demonstration of over 150,000 
people in Paris. The RAM, as the Gathering is 
known by its French acronym, claimed to 
have chapters around the world, while in 
fact only having a single address^ in 
Montreal At other times the League has 
claimed to have been involved in organising 
conferences and gatherings, w'hile in fact all 
this involvement amtjunted to was having 
one of their members ta^ke the microphone 
near at end of an ev^ent...'^ 

Perhaps not surprisingly, given the organ^ 
isations hostility towards any radical social 
perspective, the personal lives of key mem¬ 
bers in the World Anti Fascist [jeague liave 
also been fraught with unacceptable aicd reac¬ 
tionary conduct. As revealed on the French 
language telecision programme Le Point,^ 
Antonio Lorle, the vicepresidenl of the 
League, was found guilty of selling a half kilo 
of cocaine anfl sentenc:ed to twtj years prt>ba- 
tion and banned for two years from carrying 
any weapo-ns. M troubling as the sah^ of hard 
drugs like cocaine is, far worst is the teslinif?- 
ny one of his 11 vein girlfriends gave at his trial 
She testified that she had hem physically an<l 
sexually abust^d by Lorte between 11187 anti 
1994. She and described being burnt with a 
hlowtf>rch and cut witli knives after an “inter¬ 
rogation'' by this misog^ynist, 

Whih^ ratiit'al antifascists ackntmletige 
the net'd to fight against capitalism, the Slate 
anti the patriart'hy, one wouhl hope that t‘ven 
liberal antifascists, even jK^oplt' with whom 
we share nt^thing politically, would have 
enemgh human decency to condemn and rft>u- 
diate such a man, Unfortunately, in tht' case at 
hand this seems to be tt>o much to ask for. 

GUARDING THEIR TERRnOR'< 

Ever since 1991^ w'hen it rejec ted the role 
of ratlical strwt gang, the WAL’s relations 
with other organisations have been far frtnn 
ideal One grouj) that was repeatedly smem ed 
by Du four and his pals was the Canadian 
Cent.re on Racism anti IVejudice. Pi’obaljly 
becrause it was based in Montreal atnl thus 
threatened the WAL with competition on its 
home turf, the CCRP was repeatedly attacked 
as a “Marxist-LeninisC and “violent” organisa¬ 
tion. It should be noted that Lht^ CCRP, far 
from being a Marxist-lx^ninist or revolution¬ 
ary organisatitm, included religious ministers, 
community activists and mainstream 
antiracists on its board. Whatever made it ver- 
bolen in the WALs eyes, it is hard to believe 
that it was its nonexistent revolutionary poli¬ 
tics. At one point in time the t'entre even 
received State" funding, and according to its 
“Time for Action"' brochure it "‘conducted 
workshops and seminars for journalists, gov¬ 
ernment, and law enforcement agents.'* 
Hardly a radical attitude, to say the least! 

The battle lines between the CCRP and 
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WAL seem lo have bc^en drawn itv 1990, when 
they both participated in the same coalition, 
Montreal Debout. This was a broad-based 
alliance of community gi oups that w anted to 
respond to the apparent incrciLse in ratisni in 
the Montreal area. The t'oalilioils main t>ublii‘ 
acti\ily w^as to hold a rally against the far 
right on a rainy Sejstember Sunday aflemocm. 
As many nazi btmehiads as anti-racists 
showed up, and while llie latter were largely 
unprt‘t)ared foi t'onibal lht‘ fonner w^ere brim¬ 
ming with aggression and clc^arly would have 
eryoyed a good light if not for the timely 
appearance of the Montreal police {who 
couldn't really let a bunch of kids with tloc 
mailens atta<'k a coalition tliat included the 
likes of the YMCA) it might have got ugly. As 
il was, the rally left many torganisers seventy 
pissed off with WAL membeis wlio^ at^cording 
Martin Tlieriault, hail agret^d lo provitie 
security at the event. According lt> several 
witnesses the oiily act of “set'urity'* anyone 
from the WAL canied out w'as tlie identifua- 
tior\ oJ' kxtal KKK leader Miihel l^jocque, 
who was spotted taking pictures td anii- 
racists, and the removal of his (?amera by 
Alain Dufour. Yet des]nlt‘ the fact that liiis is 
what several jieojde claim to have seen, 
Dufour subst'quently <lenied I his chain of 
eveitts and t he Klan ii"a<ler endcnl up accusing 
Martin Theriault aiul community activtsl 
Andre Queny of stealing fus (.camera. All of 
wdiich It'd to a year court appt'arances ftn 
Queny and TlTcriaull willi Laroeque testify¬ 
ing on the Siam I that Du lour had saved his life 
frtjm the dangerous anti-rat'ists! (This bi/,arrt' 
twist st'ems more omintjus when one noti^ 
that two years latter Dul'our would t^laiin that 
Lar<jcque w'as his informer in tlie Klan.}'^ 
Although Querry and Theriault were both 
found no!, guiiiy, theU legal bills amounted to 
over $5,000. A Supjiort Ccanmitt.ee for tht' 
Montreal Debout Accused sent out an ajjpeal 
for funds and planned a btmefil evening at a 
local progressive bar. Far from collaborating 
with this effort, WAL research director Nic 
Poulitjl contacted Daniel Lt'vitas of the US- 
based Centre for Democralic Renewal and 
requested that the CDR not provide any assis¬ 
tance to the Commitlt^e! Then, just, three 
days before the Support Committee's planned 
benefit party, the WAL called for a jiublic 
assembly against racism lo be held the same 


evening at a diflerent venue! 

As we will see, this episinle w'as jiusl the 
beginning of the WALs work to tmdennine the 
Moutrival left. 

DOVN THE BIRTH ROAD 
TOSNITCKDOM... 

The first indiv alion that the WAL migbl 
actually tiKjose to examine and iiivesligate 
organisations other that the wdiite racist right 
came in Just as Spike Lee's movit' 

Malcolm X was rt'h'asixl, WAL !:)ublishotl a 
document entitled “TIu" Mak olm X Movement 
amongst young Blacks', wdueh attempted lo 
paint a rough picture of the history of Blac^k 
peopU" and the Black liberation movement in 
Norih America. W'hile certainly pieleniious, 
this work did distinguish tietween the t^onser- 
vatisiu of the Nation of Islam and the anti- 
racist Afrocentrisni of local Black community 
groups like A.K.A.X,, and unambiguously 
declared that Black IJimration was a goal 
worthy of sujjpt^rt. Yet if at the lime this interest 
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in the Black Liberation movemenl may have 
st'emed to s<>nK' to t^e well intentioiieil or 
even positive, in retrospi'ci it si'ems tiuiti' sin¬ 
ister. The reTKxTs iniroiluctitm explained that 
I lie reason the WAL was releasing a study ou 
I hi' Black Liberalion movemenl w-as not out 
of any tlesire for an alliant e w ith revolulion- 
aiy Blac k organisations, but rather to meet its 
law and oirku responsibilities as a law anti 
order anti-racist organisation. The authors 
C’laimed that the lx-ague had rec'ehi'd many 
calls from white peofjle aiming lo have been 
stabbed or beali"n up by Blacks wearing 
Malcolm X regalia (baseljall cajis, T-shiits, 
etc.), ami thal il was the WALsjieb to examine 
this as antillu'r \a'rsi<m iif racism. Nowlu-re in 
the document was anything mentit^ned about 
con!emporaty St ah" repression of Blacks in 
the USA or t'anada, this dc'spite the fact that 
plenty of information on the subject wa.H 
made available to Iht" W'ACs reseaicliers. In 
an aj>pendix lo the dcK'UiuenlT Alain Dufour 
condemned “Black Supremacists” while 
remaining silent about the white supremacist 
State' with iJie crazy line that “ii‘ we don't 
denoutux' them, its the police wl’io are going 
lo denounce them, and we know that when 
the polic:e gets mixed in its a lot more danger¬ 
ous than wlien its community gtxmjis drying 
the i-ondemning," 
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In other words, Dufour was offering Ms 
sendees as a soft cop seeing as the cops in 
unifonn can be so unpleasant to deal with. 
Further eridence of the WACs perspective on 
relations between the “cultural communities” 
and the cultural majority can be gleaned from 
several public statements. In a promotional 
brochure for the WALrfront group “RAM" (see 
l>elow), a list of “social problems” that pro¬ 
vide fertile ground for racism is provided; 
along with unemployment the RAM lists "the 
creation of ethnic ghettos in certain neigh¬ 
bourhoods". 

Also in 1992, in an interview with a paci¬ 
fist magaaiine, Dufour spelled out his perspec¬ 
tive on the Montreal police. When asked his 
opinion of the force he answered that wiiiie 
there were problems and some cops were 
homophobic and racist, there w^ere also good 
cops he even cited the example of one “good 
cop" who w^anted to Join tlie WAL. When 
pressed on tMs point and asked is he felt 
there was systematic discriminaUon on the 
part of the police Dufour responded in the 





negative, adding tliat "there are progressive 
police officers who give an opportunity for us 
to sensitise people in that milieu. The WAL is 
there to sensitise them and even to help train 
them if they wanL."^^ Keep in mind that the 
Montreal police had been involved in the 
shooting deaths of four Black and two 
Hispanic men in the preceding fiv^e years, and 
not a single officer has ever been found guilty 
of any crime in connection with these mur¬ 
ders. Montreal cops harassed and arrested 
(and continue to harass and arrest) Blacks 
more than whites on the street, while leaving 
clubs, every day of the week... and the one 
time that a police chief publicly admitted that 
his cops might have acted improperly it 
sparked a demonstration of several thousand 
police officers in unifonn, {I am referring to 
police chief St-Germain's admission in 1992 
that Ms officeis may have made some errors 
in the case of Mar cel I us FVancois, who was 
murdered while sitting peacefully in his car. 
His assailants were plainclothes cops who 
had fad led to identify themselves, and mistook 
Mm for another man who, apart from the 
colour of his skin, looked nothing like 
Francois.) 

The WAL had certainly strayed from its 
origins. Such is, of course, to be expected: all 
groups develop politically, meaning that they 
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change. Organisations fonned to deal with 
specific concrete situations like boneheads at 
shows can develop in different ways: good 
things or bad things can happen. In the ease 
of the WAL, the latter unfortunately out¬ 
weighed the former by far. 

The first public evidence of the WAL's 
interest in the left came in 1993. Klan mem¬ 
bers and neo-nazis were holding a w^eekend 
gathering in the small community of La Plaine 
just north of Montreal, Reporters, cops and 
anti-racists were swarming over the town, 
looking for stories, troublemakers and infor¬ 
mation. Members of the CCRP had met with 
members of the community, who with few^ 
exceptions were not too pleased with all the 
hubbub and commotion. On the Saturday 
evening there was a community meeting, and 
it was decided to have a public gathering 
against racism the next day The idea w'as to 
give residents a chance to express their out¬ 
rage at the presence of neo-nazis in their 
town, and notMng more. As CCRP members 
were scouting out the site of the meeting the 
next morning Quebec Provincial Police offi¬ 
cers approached Martin Theriault and 
requested that he accompany them to meet 
with their captain at city hall. According to 
Theriault, the police captain infonned him at 
this meeting that he “knew" that the organiz¬ 
ers planned to have the rally attack the nazis. 
The CCRP member denied that this was the 
case, and reassured the top cop that the rally 
would remain peaceful and demanded to 
know^ where these allegations of violent plans 
had con^e from. At which point he was told 
that the Minister's office had received a tip 
from Nic Pouliot of the World Anti-Fascist 
League. WTiile this story does raise some 
questions Uke how often do police reveal 
their sources? ^ the QPP was way pissed off 
at the WAL that weekend for renting a heli¬ 
copter and doing low swoops over the Ary'an 
Fest, and one might be tempted to tMnk that 
this was all just an attempt to make trouble 
for Pouliot and company - subsequent events 
do lend credibility to the theoiy that Pouliot 
would engage in such behaviour. 

When Alex Roslin, a journalist with a 
local weekly entertainment tabloid, reported 
Theriault’s allegations against Pouliot, the 
WAL research director denied snitching to the 
cops but explained that “I would do it if 1 
knew of a case of direct confrontation. We 


don't exactly have lime to track left-wing 
groups but if I had the manpower and 
resources I w'ould," To justify Ms interest in 
the Left, Pouliot referred to the issue of “polit¬ 
ical correctness” on university campuses, 
claiming that “It’s frightening and I consider it 
to be the same as fascism.” 

Shortly following this Pouliot allegedly 
left the WAL, but this did not end his relation¬ 
ship with the League. While apparently free¬ 
lancing as an anti-fascist researcher he was 
repeatedly spotted with WAL activists, and 
more recently took responsibility for design¬ 
ing the League’s web site. Nor did Pouliot's 
distancing himself from the WAL do anything 
to temper the group's leftphobia. In a letter to 
Voir, another weekly entertainment tabloid, 
the League explained that when “communists 
choose to support organisations such as the 
Shining Path (Peru) and use the same meth¬ 
ods such as terrorism, we will take a stand". 

Such redbaiting most likely represents 
only the tip of the iceberg. Alter all, if WAL offi¬ 
cials are willing to make such statements in a 
public foram, imagine what they must say in 
private. There is some evidence that the group 
has smeared its anti-racist rivals in this way: 
according to Martin Theriault, Alain Dufour 
has told Steven Scheinberg of B’nai B’rith 
Canada that the former president of the CCRP 
was a former "secret leader” of the Communist 
Party of Canada, More recently, after the 
Research Group on the FarRight and Its Allies 
published a report denouncing the WAL’s role 
in destabilizing the Left, Dufour charged the 
group with being “a front which its members 
use to promote their Maoist ideology* those 
people practice entrism.” Dufour defined 
entrism as “a method taught by Mao. It con¬ 
sists of infiltrating different organisations in 
order to use them to spread propaganda 

Shortly following the WAL’s declaration 
regarding Shining Path Maoists, Radio Canada 
reported that the group had shared informa¬ 
tion with both CSIS and the Quebec Provincial 
Police's intelligence unit,^"^ The WAL claimed 
at the time to have only shared information 
about neo-nazis, but In a letter he wrote in 
1996 Pouliot claimed that his “work at LAM 
included working with police to stop a num¬ 
ber of criminal activities. Although most of it 
was dealing with radical right wing groups, 
once in a wMle w'e dealt with those peace lov¬ 
ing rock throwing anarchist (hahahaha)." (see 
the letter from Nic Pouliot the end of this article) 

TRAINS TO AVOID REAL ACTIVISM 

The summer of 1993 saw a successful 
mobilisation of the Montreal left against a 
series of offensives by the far right. In August 
the neo-Nazi Heritage Front organised a con¬ 
cert in the suburb of Vaudreuil that attracted 
boneheads from throughout Quebec, Ontario 
and the Eastern United States. The concert 
was meant to kick off a recruitment drive of 
the Front's Montreal section, a plan that 
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happily fizzled In an unexpected and 
unprecedented success hundreds of people 
showed up at an anti-racist event in down¬ 
town Montreal that night, and subsequently 
took to tlie streets looking for boneheads. 
Unfortunately, the protesters were nowhere 
near the racists, and the site of the concert 
remained unknown to all but a few^ acti\ists 
until the following morning. 

This rally against the fleritage Front 
kicked off a better organised and more inten¬ 
sive cami)aign against the anticipated pres¬ 
ence of members of die French National 
FYont at a conference of municipal politicians 
held Montreal later that year Yv^s Lr Gallon 
and Jacques Dore, the FN delegates to con¬ 
ference, hoped to use this \isiL to Quebec to 
set up some kind of active FN chapter on this 
side of the Atlantic, Their plans came to 
naught as tlieir own tnntacts^ ineptitude w^as 
exploited by the ad Itoc anti-fascist coalition 
to not only ruin their plans of setting up some 
kind of Quebec? National hYont, but to also 
puldicly humiliate the racist rigid - not a 
minor setback for a movement w’hich 
depends on being seen as Lough and tri- 
Luuphant in order to attract recruits. 


Whether or not we admit it, the quest for 
fundiog represents a step down the road 
towards inactivism. It need not he mnre 
than Just one step, hut its a slippery slope. 


The World Anti-Fascist League had noth¬ 
ing to do with either of these mobilisations. 
Instead, it tried to jealously guard *'jts” anli- 
racist terrain by denouncing the ad hoc 
Coalition against the National FYont to the 
media as being “on the leftist side of thing”, 
adding that “we don’t side with the IjCl't or the 
Right", and doing everything it could to 
sabotage its efforts. At a demonstration 
organised by the Coalition W'here over 1000 
people took to the streets Pouliot (who fiad 
allegedly left the WAL) was spotted hanging 
out with League members and taking photos 
of the anti-racist protesten>. 

If this demo against the National Front 
was to mark an exceptional success for anti¬ 
fascists in Montreal, local radicals wen* to 
outdo themselves two years later That’s 
when a coalition of many of the same groups 
united with local feminist organisations and 
organised a spt^cTacular 4000-sirong demon¬ 
stration against the right-wing Catholic' organ¬ 
isation Human life International. As with the 
mobilisation against the National Front in 
1993, the WAL was completely absent from 
the campaign against HU. 

AN ANTt-RACiSI BUSINESS 

From very early on, a conser\^aLive pole of 
attraction within the WAL seems to have been 
the hunger for respectability grants and 
recognition as the local anti-racist watchdog 


group. This has led to the development of 
what I call the business model, a perspective 
that is not conducive to movement building. 
As has already been mentioned, the WAL 
mutated into a research-and-press-confer- 
ence style group in 1991, largely as a result of 
police pressure. That w'as also the year it first 
received government money, in the fonu of 
$2,048 from the Minislere de la Securile de la 
Revenu^^ (Minister of Income Secuirty). This 
w'as the first of several grants from this MSH 
earmarked to pay j>eople on welfare to w^ork 
for the WAL. Such use of welfare job subsi¬ 
dies by community groups is quite common in 
Quebec, the rationale being that it allow's 
organisations to pay something to people who 
might otherwise volunteer their seivict^s for 
free, It has however been criticized as 
exploitative, as the recipients of these w elfare 
jotis end up doing shit work and being treatetl 
like shitworkers by the (organisation. It can be 
as alienating as any other deadend job. In 
1992 the WAL began to receive funds from 
other government ministers, such as the 
Federal Secretary of Stale (<u(^r $3(>,0()0 over 
tw^o years to operate a 1-800 line a<.TOSS 
Canada and translate stunt* dt>cunients), Iht* 
Ministere des Communautes Culturelies et de 
ITmmigration (almost $30,000 over ihe past 
five years, as well as ov(‘t $(>0,000 l)ctw'een 
1992 and 1996 in conjunction with the MSH in 
the foim of EXTRA programs, a better paying 
kind of welfare job), the Federal Minister for 
Human Resources (almost $57,000 in 
for a job creation program ). 

Most grassroots activists w1k> rea<l the 
preceding figures will be impressed: the WAL 
had plenty of monty to play with. Keeping 
this in mind, llie group's resr^ardi and other 
activities don't seem (luite so inipressiv<". 
Adding up the figures, wv can see that in over 
five years the WAL receiv ed more than a (juar- 
ter million dollars - enough money to do quite 
a bit with, one would hope. Unfoilunaiely, the 
record of what was accomplished wllh this 
money spieaks for itself. As detailed in the* pre¬ 
ceding sectiorp in its quest for respectability 
tlie group cut its ties to the* Ltd'l, and along 
w'ith its new' consen alivi' out lot jk ac:quirt^d an 
inability to be of any use to Ihosi^ of us who 
espouse activism over c'areerism. 

All of this begs another (luestion: wliat 
should be tlie altitude of militant anti-fascists 
towards government or foundation inorxies? 
As is so often the case, there is no clear 
answer Occasionally activists find ways to 
get cash for their work through welfari^ jobs, 
school subsidies, working for organisations 
with an interest in opposing the radical rigid, 
etc. Seeing as we all have to eat, a go(Kl argu¬ 
ment c^n be made that it is better to be paid 
for one’s political activities than for Dipping 
burgers. Problems arise when we start lailtjr- 
ing our activities to what we hope will get us 
money. At this point the bottom line replaces 
politics, radical organisations risk becoming 
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inactive community groups, anti revolutionar¬ 
ies start becoming comlbrtable in llieir arm¬ 
chairs. If people could be honest and admit 
they were now^ working for grants, I’lOt poli¬ 
tics, this wduldnl j>ose such a problem. 
Unfortunately for everyone involved, though, 
to do as much would mean foifeiting one’s 
credibility, wliicli in turn w'(>uld most likely 
lead to the teniiination of subsidies, all ol' 
which would defeat the purpose, no? 

One thing should he clear to as all. Whelher 
or not w'e admit it, the tjuesl for funding repre¬ 
sents a siejj ilowin the road tow ards inactivism. 
It nt*ed not be more than just one stein but it’s a 
slippery' slope. Groups that ac t ejit grants may 
do great work and it may be worth it to lake the 
money and gel tlial work done, U'k a judgement 
call. People should just bc^ dear about why 
they're doing if and for those of us dealing with 
such subsitlised groups, we must be very clear 
of their limilalions. 

In the case of the WAL the amount <if 
money reedved was ct>mpietely out of pro¬ 
portion with what was acliieviHl, There was 
no gain Ibr the nK)vement. Tlie World Anti- 
F’ascLst IjCaguc had become a business, and as 
such it behooved it to disc’ourage t^omjjetUors 
(by accusing them of being Marxists or vio¬ 
lent or whatnot?) and at times diversily (by 
keejiing tabs on “Black su|irema( ists” and 
"Shining Patli Marxists"?). 

All of w'hicli skills the olivious issue of 
what hajijiens when money arrives with 
strings attached. When an organisation 
dejiends on grants to gel its work done, and 
memlx'rs do feel that fiiey’re carrying out 
imptjrlanl wtjrk, what is to bt* deme w'lien 
one's henefat lor explicitly requests that one 
smear nr inform on some kwuIlU ionary 
organisation? 

There is no “smoking gurr indicating that 
the WAL ev^er received such a preconditUm 
for continued Slate subsidies, although it is 
w'ortli noting that the U^ague received $7,250 
from the Minister of Public Security (the 
oflice in charge of tlie police) in 199(i,^^ the 
first suclr giant ever received by the t>rganisa- 
tion. It is also worth noting lluil by their own 
admission, W'AL rest'archiTs have bi'en asked 
by police to provide information on the left - 
the only ])oint of disagreement is whether or 
not they at quiest ed prior to 199G. 

Whilv it IS terlainly j>ossil>le that the 
$7,250 ret eived from tlu* Minister for Public 
Security dijcs represenl payment for ai(l given 
to the ijolkv, there is another viable hj^jothe- 
sis, namely that this money was a sign of 
appreciation for Du four’s political work on 
behalf of the Minister Robert IVrreaul liimself. 

POLITICAL SIOOGES 

Besides being president of the WAL, Alain 
Diifour is also a card carrying member of the 
Parti Quebecois, since 1994 the party consti¬ 
tuting the provincial government of Queb^tc. 
Dufour is doubtless one of the many progres- 







sive nationalists who feel that the PQ is a 
Hocial-tieinocratlc parly worttiy of support. 
This is not Iht^ place to refute this tendency, 
suffice to say that as with any support for a 
fjolilical party holding the reigns of power 
one must go through ot casitmal ethical con¬ 
tortions in ortler to maintain one^s support 
w liile maintaining one’s principles (providing 
you have any^ that is). 

Du four is also a long-time acquaintance 
of Robert Perreault, the current Minister of 
Public Security lie was Perreault’s press 
officer from the time of the latter's campaign 
to become PQ caitdidate for the Mercier rid¬ 
ing up until the 1994 provincial election.^"* It 
should be noted that Perreault w-aged a 
fierce battle against Giussepe Sciort.ino, a 
veteran of many progn^ssive organisations, 
to become the I^Q s cantlidale in the Mercier 
riding. Sciortino w^as btjni in Italy and as 
such is an immigrant to Quebec, and mem¬ 
bers of PetTeaulL s team did all they could to 
t'xploit racist sLereoty]>es and xentiphobla to 
win.in his boss's defence Dufour claimed 
that any accusations of racism couicl not be 
true because he, a Perreault sui>porler, was 
president of the World Anti-Fascist League! 
Militants can be forgiven for wondering if the 
$7,250 chequ<^ w^as the Minister’s w'ay ol‘ say¬ 
ing thank you. 

l^ufour's cissocLation with Perreault is 
not Ihe only tie that binds the WAL to the 
PQ/BQ national project. According to 
C'ommLssion magazine, both Andre 
Bouieric'e (a PQ deputy) and Gilles Duceppe 
(who recently led the Bloc Quebeetjis in the 
1997 Federal Elections) have allowed the 
WAL to use their offices' ]jhrjlocopy and fax 
machines,-^ It w-as from Mr Boulerice’s 
office that the WAL faxed ils denunciation of 
the 199;i ad hf>c^ croalition against the 
lleiiiage Front. 

While the actual cost of these sen ices is 
certainly negligible compared to the 
$287,000 the WAL has received from the gov- 
<Tnmeni sinte BWI2, the fact of these r)oHli- 
cians' aid rtuuains highly significaiiL It 
show's that ihe WAL is not only in bed wdtli 
(he State, but with a pariicular politi(‘al 
jrarty, and as such canr^ol be expected to 
represent anything better than the so-called 
left-w ing of the PQ/BQ national im>jeci, The 
limilaiitms of tying one’s political project to 
a politH'al party should be obvious. It is no 
longer sufficient for one to rlo mental calls- 
Ihenics to justify one's support for a group of 
opportunists wdio w^ant to wield State 
power, but now an entire political organisa¬ 
tion must compromise itself in this way 
“Antifascist'* Dufoui's w^ork on behalf of the 
racist t!ampaign of Robert Perreault in the 
Mercier riding is good evidence of the unset¬ 
tling affects of such politicking. Above and 
beyond Perreault's exjjloitation of xenopho¬ 
bia in the battle against Sciortino, it is worth 
mentioning tliat the Raymond Villeneuvc 


siLs on the l>oard of PQ Mericer riding asso 
elation where this contest took place,"" 
Villeneuvc is the hear! of the Movement for 
the National Liberation of Quebec, an anti¬ 
immigrant nationalist organisation that has 
made headlines for advocating v'iolence 
against federalists and w^aming of possible 
reprisals against anglophone Jews w'ho 
oppose Quebec sovereignty. 

Politics, as the saying go, makes for 
strange betifCHOW'S. It is an unfriendly terrain 
for moral individuals. It must indeed have 
been fortuitous for Dufour’s gang that they 
had little ethical baggage to jettison in ortler 
to hop onto the PQ/BQ bandw^agon. 

CONCLUSION 

From street gang to stool pigeons, this 
sunis up w'hat most Quebec activists feel hap¬ 
pened to the WAL. Taken in isolation, some 
elements of this story arc all too familiar, Tlie 
inertia I hat grips in-your-face anti-fascist 
organisations onc'e they have driven bone- 
heads off the streets, the attraction of liberal 
politics as an “inclusive** point of unity lor 
anti-racist activities, the quick evolution from 
clubhouse atmosphere to Old Boys' Club: 
these are pitfalls most anti-fascist groups, no 
matter how' radical, must try hard to avoid. 
Purthemiore, w'hen successes translate into 
funding and respectability, this must then be 
maintaiiH'd by new successes, or at least by 
being more in the know than other anti- 
racists. Tliis competitive reality leads to a 
business model” whereby group activities 
are based less on building a movement than 
on looking alter the company's goori name. 
None of this is specific to tlie anti-fascist/anti- 
racist movement, it has all happened befor'e 
in other social movements (queer, feminist, 
environmental, etc.). Tlie question is how to 
avoid this cycle. 

Of course, "The WAL Affair” Ls a great 
exainple of how' wrong things can go, mainly 
because the organisation comlnned the 
"business model” with unheard of scummi- 
ness, not to mention sloppiness. As has 
already been mentioned, WAL activists fed 
disinformation to the media after having 
already admitted to other antbfa-scisl 
organisations that their facts were WTong. 
The group adopted a dangerous 
“lefl=right** line and then Iruiujwled it in 
the local trendy media. It cozied up to 
politicians and acceided money from a 
variety of government Ministers. It tolerat¬ 
ed spousal abuse and misogyny. And it 
went about this in such a transpareni man¬ 
ner that many people were left unfazed by 
the fingering of Demanarcbie after the 
riots. Because of this sloppiness, as well as 
the depths of unethical behaviour to which 
the group sank, the WAL is a good example 
of how far an anti-racist organisation can 
go towards becoming genuine anti-racists 
own worst enemy! 


It would be tempting to offer up a 
checklist of “how^ not to be a sellout", F’or 
belter or for worse, though, it seems that 
the only way for militant anti-fascists to 
avoid having their organisations travel 
down this road is to think hard and think 
critically, tw'o activities that checklists tend 
to short circuit. Radical politics requires a 
certain analysis - acting radically is a fine 
point of unity for an action, but is a lousy 
basis for long-term work. Even if the work 
Iieople carry^ out is great, without some 
political j>erspective going beyond simple 
ani ifascism/antiracism, aclivists will be at a 
disadv antage w hen challenged by people or 
groups espousing a liberal worldview'. And 
when we fail to meet the challenge of such 
"respectaide" folk, our organizations end up 
defanged and the days of radical action 
come to an early end. 


Anyone wIid informs on progressive organi¬ 
sations, spies on oppressed Eominunlties, 
or engages in abusive behaviour has no 
piace in any movement tor human iiheration. 

Although sectarianism can be a poiso¬ 
nous w'eed, it should be clear that there are 
lines it is best not to cross. Anyone who 
infonns on progressive organisations, spies 
on oppressed communities, or engages in 
abusive behaviour has no place in any move¬ 
ment for human liberation. We have enough 
to worry about without associating with scum 
like that. 

Finally, if should be remembered that 
businesses and politica! projects are two very 
different things, and can become highly toxic 
when combined. It especially behooves us to 
remembei this, we who decry the effects of 
corjJorate involvement around the world. 

Tying one’s fortunes to a political party may 
make sense for a lobbyist or kingmaker, but 
the dirty business of establishment politics is 
something militant anti-fascists should want 
part of. These are some of the reasons 
why, for ourselves and for our politics, it is 
important to leant the lessons offered by the 
World Anti Fascist League, 
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\\\vM dfj ACT-l P, the African National 
C'ongross, Anti-Racis: Action, iIk‘ Bay Area 
Coalilion for Om Repnidiictive KiijlUs. Casa El 
Sah ador. CISF^ES, tile Council of Arah-American 
()r^^aniza1iolls, Global Exchange, ILWl' Local i\ 
the Jewish Continittee on the Middle East, the 
NAACi* the S.F Baj/ Guard kin and the 
fipaitachst blague all have in 

Like limnireds of other radical and progres¬ 
sive giXHit>s, labor unions, alternative news ser¬ 
vices, ainl an estiniatetl 100,000 Bay Area resi~ 
dt^nts, tlK^y were targets of illegal coven si\v 
otieralions carried out by the AiUi-Defaiiiati^m 
blague i}f IVnai B’rith (ADL) and the Eederai 
Bureau of Invesligation (F'BI) - 

A tHilitical firestorm tuutited in San 
Eran<isc‘o last Januaiy when tlve EBI proptjsed 
that the S,K Police Depart men t join a ‘'Bay Area 
Counterterrorism Task Force,” designed to 
“investigate^ individuals and grou|js suspected of 
domesLu' or inlernational terroriam,” according 
to a co))y of the FBIs jjrojjosal/^ 

Though doomed in advance due to opposi- 
li(m from human rights tirganinations, iininigranl 
rights groups, civil libertarians, Mayor Willie 
Brown and inendiers ol the Poiit'e Contmission, 
the task fmee would have operaled under feder¬ 
al guidiiine,s that preclude civilian oversight, 
inipleiueiUed in Elie wake of the ADL’s 101)3 spy 
scandal. 

With an annual budget of more than $34 mil¬ 
lion, the ADL is miything but your average “civil 
rights” nrgani;«atiom lAir more than nO years, ihe 
group has routinely ccunpiled dossiers on 
^'Xtreniisi hate groups” mid admits to supplying 
reports to law enforcement agencies inciuding 
tlu‘ FBL Rof Bullock, a *San Francisco art dealer 
and S,F pcilita^ officer, Tom Gerard, a CIA Vor- 
tnict employee” ran a "private” version of the 
FBI’s CTJINTELPRO operations against Arab 
Amerlean, Black, Chitano, feminist, labor, left, 
progre^ssiv't' ami religious organisations between 

Bullock, described by Covet t Aefioit 
Qudrtfiiif and the San Franrist a AVe^^/nwer as a 
“paid FBI in Ion nan t" since 1957'^ and Gerard, a 
CIA *‘homh expeil” w'ho disclosed details of ille¬ 
gal CIA suppcjrt for bit in American death semads, 
(leddled information on i>rogressive pcdUical 
activists Icj the governments of Israel, El 
Salvador and South AfriciL^ 

Tltougli ADL altomey, Bad>ara WahR tried to 
distance the groui) from Bullock/Gerard's illegal 
spy i7tH*rationSf asserting that Bullock w'as an 
“indetjcmdeni contractor ” subseciuent invesliga- 
tions revealed that “many of the files seized from 
Bullcx k’s home turned out lo be the same as 


tltose in the ADL offices.” * Indeed, the spy net¬ 
work to wdiit h Bullock and Gerard beioiigcti is 
headciuartered in Ihe ADCs New^ York office^ 
under the organization’s director of “fact-find¬ 
ing." Irwin Suall and his deputy, Thomas 
llalt>ern.® 

Alter a 34-month stint as a contract employ¬ 
ee in El Salvador, Honduras ajxd Guatemala, 
Gerard returned lo his former job at the SFPD 
and w^as assigned to the liilelligenee Division in 
August 1983, Shortly thereafter, Central Ajuerica 
solidarity activists and redigioas groups working 
with refugees displaced liy the Reagan adniinis- 
Lratiem's covert w^aj', began to notice an upsurge 
in of rice break-ins and surv^eil lance ac tivities.^^ 

A [uime target for the ADL's spymaslers was 
ClSPES - the Committee in Solidarity w ith the 
Peojxle of El Salvador, This w as hardly surjxrising 
sint e the organization v;as the prime target of an 
FBI “aciive measures” campaign that included 
resource mobilization by 53 FBI field offices 
throughout the country, 

Ominously; refugi'c groups inducting Casa El 
Falvadtir begati to suspect they were under sur- 
v^eillance, A siring of office break-ins t onfirmed 
their suspidons,^^ 

By July 1987, after refugee atUvist Yanira 
Correa was kidnapiied and threatened by 
Salvadoran death s<iuad affiliates in b)s 
Angeles, representatives of refugee and sididar- 
ity grf>ui>s mei to t'ompare notes. They dsscov- 
eriul there had been some 23 incidents of offue 
anti car break-ins since 1985. Gerard later 
bragged to another co^ that he hati the C’asa Kl 
Salvador mailing list,^- 

When the ADL spy scandal broke in llltlB, 
SFPD investigators recovered materials from 
Gtuiird coniimiing the suspicions of stilidariiy 
activists that they had been the target of an 
extensive surveitlance/in fill rat ion ojrerations 
and that the information had been passt'd to 
st'curity agencies of the Salvatloran death squad 
slate. In a gym bag seized from Gerard, authori¬ 
ties discovered CLA inreiTogalion manuals, a lop 
secret cable from the 15S, embassy in El 
Salvador to t he CIA's Langley, Virginia headquar- 
teni. The chilling title of one document, “Biodata 
ol’ Nominees to he TVainerl in Human Resource 
Expkiitation (Intenrogation) Course- a CIA 
interrogation manual - is evidence that the 
ADL’s “public-private partnership” with repres¬ 
sive govemmenl agencies was hardly the 
“benign'' operation that ADL officials claim. The 
FBI seized all of Gerard’s documents, including 
a loose-leaf binder filled with pictures of hood¬ 
ed Salvadoran interrogation suspects; these 


nxaterials have sinc e disappeared, 

"If ffie FBI's proposed coaaferterrorLsrtt task 
fonr had troa the appiimd of San Fmneiseo 
qffi via h , fh e ADL's "p a bl k-p ri m fe pa rt ttership" 
amid have bmane a permanent, and legal, Jea- 
tareaf (heBag AreaspoUticaUandscape. Under 
broad federai guidelines^ the San Francisco 
Poticc Departnietd could have been drawn into 
preiiminary investigations of (awful political 
and religious actidig eimi if there is no *bea- 
sonabie indkatioir of a erime." 

S<nuid like a license for a “fishing expedi¬ 
tion" against ovgaiuzations opposed to U.S. poli¬ 
cy? It is. Under current federal law; the State 
IX'parlment ran unilaterally declare a foreign 
grout3 a “terrorist organization”, prosecute politi¬ 
cal su]>i)oners in the U.S., seize their assets and 
imprison them for up to 10 years, even if there is 
no evixlence of illegal activities. 

If federal snoo|>s had possessed such broad 
slaiulory jiow'ers during the 1980s, supporters of 
Ihe African National Congress» the Salvadoran 
FMLN an(i the Palestine Liberation Organization 
coukl have been imprisoned, deported or both. 
Given the FBI's documented history' of illegal 
t)[>eraLions (hvcluding the employment of far- 
right "assets'’ anti agents proirocateurs from the 
Lyndon La Roue he organization and the 
Unification Church neiw'ork of South Korean 
clerical-fascist. Sun Myung Moon - and the 
ADL)^*^ - will North American supporters of the 
Mexican Zapatistas, the Peruvian MRTA or the 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), find themselves 
the recipients of an FBI “active measures” cam¬ 
paign that coukl land them in a federal prison? 

Fat from being a progressive organization, 
the Aivti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith is a 
nghl-wing spy outfit masquerading as a “public 
policy research and civil rights organization. 

According to progressive researchers, the 
ADL systematically cooperated v^ith right-wing 
stjymaster John Rees and his allies. Rees, the 
publisher of fnteUigence Digest, and his associ¬ 
ates were caught computerizing files on leftists 
stolen from the LA police. Additional informa¬ 
tion taken front files pilfered from leftist groups 
was puldished in Rees' secret new'sletter and 
sent to clients ranging from the New York Stale 
Police to the FBI lo the John Birch Society 
Hardly ihe milieu normally associated with a 
civil rights group! 

Instead of defending the interests of the 
Jewish people against attacks from neo-Nazis, 
fascists and other anti-Semites, the ADL aided 
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and abetted the same U.S. govemmentaJ “nation¬ 
al security” apparatus that employed Klaus 
Barbie and other Nazi war criminals during the 
Cold Wan Unfortunately, the Bullock/Gerard 
scandal was not a new development for the ADL 

The first documented involvement by the 
ADL in the service of state repression was in 1947 
when anticommunist “red hunters'" began a 
broad purge of “'subversives." Hearings before 
the House Subcommittee on Expenditures in the 
Executive Department were investigating the 
Civil Service Commission’s authority to compile 
an “investigators" lead file" containing “facts, 
rumor and gossip bearing upon the views, opin¬ 
ions and acts of Individuals who were neither 
federal employees nor applicants for positions 
coming under the jurisdiction of the Civil Service 
Commission." The result, according to subcom¬ 
mittee chair, Clare E. Hoffman (R-Mich), would 
be “a most admirable smear list" based on 
“hearsay" According to Hoffman, much of the 
information on alleged subversives was the 
Anterican Jewish Committee and the ADL^^ 
This however, would ntrf be the last instance that 
the group aided the state’s continuing war against 
“subversion.” 

During the 1980s, the ADL, a staunch ally of 
the Reagan administration's holy war against the 
Sandinistas, manufactured a grotesque smear 
campaign which alleged that the FSLN govern¬ 
ment in Managua were iiersecuting Jews.^^ 

Despite contrary testimony by a Latin 
American Rabbi w^ho was a leader in the struggle 
against the Argentine neo-Nazi generals, a 
Panamanian Rabbi honored by the Latin 
American Jewish C<mgress for his human rights 
work and Human Rights Watch, the ADL insisted 
the Sandinistas were “anti-Semitic,”^^ The “evi¬ 
dence"? Assets seized from Somoza supporters 
by the victorious Sandinistas included the proi>- 
erty of a prominent Somacista who happened to 
be Jewish! 

The Jewish Student Press Service smelled a 
rat and report( kI that the ADL had “approached 
Presidential advisers with the idea of a deal” in 
an effort “tt> gain clout with the Reagan 
Htiuse." The ADLs proposal was accepletl by the 
Administration, Why shouldn’t they since they 
viewed the smear cam])aign against the FSLN as 
a way “to gel the Jewish community to join the 
bandw^agfin" to enlist public supjjort for the CIA’s 
icnrorist, doj)e-running Contra army. Predictably, 
the “mainstream” media trumpeted these fraudu¬ 
lent charges. 

Howx^ver, w'hen Carthnal Miguel Obando y 
Bravo, a darling of the Reagan administration 
and an avid supporter of the Contras preached in 
Managua in 19S4: 

“Hie leaders of Israel... mistreated the 
prophets, beat them, killed them. Finally 
supreme proof of his love, God sent kis divine 
Son, but they,., also killed him, crucifying 
him.,, The Je^vs killed the prophets and f inally 
the Son of God,,. Such idolatry calls forth the 
sky's vengeance."'^^ 


Not a peep was heard, One would expect that 
this vile piece of anti-Semitic propaganda, a sta¬ 
ple of Jew-baiters across the centuries would be 
denounced by the self-appointed defenders of the 
Jewish people. How'ever, the ADL did not pursue 
the matter. Indeed, the organization issued a 198G 
**White Paper” reiterating their spurious allega¬ 
tions against the FSLN.^1 

While the ADL did denounce systematic anti- 
Semitic terror carried out in Argentina by the fas¬ 
cist generals during the period of the “dirty w'ar" 
(1976-1983), the group offered no criticism w'hat- 
soever of extensive Israeli anus sales, including 
the sale of advanced Lavl and Kfir fighter aircraft 
to the neofascist murderers who persecuted 
Jews, bombed synagogues and seized Jewish 
assets, This too, fit a predictable pattern of com¬ 
plicity with repressive states throughout the 
region. When the Israeli"s sfdd Guatemalan stale 
tenon sis an advanced computer system w hich 
w^ould allow them to monitor, arrest, torture and 
""tlisappear" dissidents, only profound silence 
emanated from the ersatz “civil rights" organiza¬ 
tion.^^ Indeed, any criticism of imperialism’s 
“strategic asset” Isratd was denount^ed by the 
ADL as “proof of anti-Semitism! 

This was a motif that the ADL would dupli¬ 
cate in its dealings with tlie racist South African 
apartheid state. While dencjuncing alleged 
African National Congress “anti-Semitism," (a 
charge made by South African “dirty war’" asset 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the leader of the death- 
squad/SpeciaJ Branch-linked Inkatha Freedom 
Party), the ADL covered-up the military alliance 
forged by Israel and the racist South African 
state, including Israeli assistance to South Africa 
to construct and detonate a nuclear bomb. Is it 
any w^onder that Bullock and Gerard in their 
capacity as ADL assets iieddled information on 
anti-apartheid activists to South African military 
intelligence. 

lJl)daling their repressive agenda for the 
1990s B'nai B'rith Canada hosted an 
“International Symposium on Hate on the 
Intenui” in September 1997. Meeting in Toronto, 
the symposium featured “closed sessions" for 
police intelligence units and lectures by interna¬ 
tional intelligence “exi>erts." One guest sja^aker, 
Sigurd Werner, is the Criminal Director t>f the 
State Police in Wurttemberg, Germany. Given the 
Germait staters on-going initiativos to criminalize 
militant antifascists such as the radical 
Autononie Anlifa (M), it doesn't take a rocket sci¬ 
entist to surmise that the criminalizat ion of mili¬ 
tant antifascism is high on the ADLs agenda. 

The “public-private partnership” among intel- 
ligenc:e agencies and right-wing spy outfits such 
as the ADL will undoubtedly continue. As “croun- 
terterrorism” and the racist “war on drugs" 
replace “anticommunism" as the lever for enact¬ 
ing repressive legislation in the United Slates and 
persecuting public policy opponents, the best 
defense against such moves are public ex^josure, 
broad educational campaigns about the nature of 
police spying and mass mobilizations against all 
threats to civil liberbes, regardless of the source. 
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THE ARTI-nSGIST MIIIIU 


A leaked JVSIS fNational Securitif Investiffations Section) document^ recentlff surfaced which details onffoinff investiffations into 
‘armed actions* qf the self-stifled ‘Anti-Fascist Militia" (AF3f) and *‘MilitantBirect Action Task Force” (MDATF). In April I&95f at a time 
when antifascisi orpanizing was entering a period qf declinCf the idea came/rom somewhere in Canada to send razor-traps and pipe- 
bombs through the maii to fascist leadership JIgures across North America. This line of tactic seemed daablg unwarranted seeing as the 
element of organized fascism was also experiencing a tow ebb in strength. In questioning why such actions were even necessary at that 
particuiar juncturej many anti-fascists in the area began to wonder whether the actions had ultimately been carried out by a l^-lean- 
ing group at ali! As the recent leak of iqformation lends credence towards the theory that it was, a look into why these actions might 
have been taken up is necessary. Did they serve to complement the initiatives qfthe anti-fascist movement or were they merely a blast 
of desperation from the sidelines? White investigations are stiU pending, and with the possibility ofjurther raids looming on the horizon, 
now is the time to provide a background and observation concerning events leading up to the resulting fallout thus far. 


HKATHAPPENED? 



Oti April 4, 1995 tile first ever AFM com- 
niUTiHiue was issued stating, “the Anti-Fascist 
Militia sent armed mous€^traps, primed with 
razor blafies, to 10 white supremacist organi¬ 
zations"^ These were Ernst Zundel 
(Sanusdat Press)^ George Burdi (Resistance 
Records), Dr. E.R. P'ields (c/o "The 
Thunderbolt")^ Ar>an Resistance Movement 
(Vancouver, BC), ARM {Mission, BC), 
Richard G, Butler (Aryan Nations), Tom 
Metzger (White Aryan Resistance), 
Skrewdriver Services, Terry Long (Aryan 
Nations), and Don Black (Stom\front). The 
enclosed letters read: "SNAP! Greetings 
racist trash," and ended with “This is only the 
beginning,., next time it might be BOOM!"^^ 

Hot on the heels of this action, the previ¬ 
ously unheard of “Militant Direct Action Task 
Force" came out of nowhere in sending pipe- 
bombs through the mail to leadership figures 
of the far-right. It has been widely assumed 
that the Anti-Fascist Militia and the Militant 
Direct Action Task Force are roughly one and 
the same, judging from the style of action and 
communique, it has been suggested that per¬ 
haps a change of name from the former to the 
latter was prompted by negative exposure in 
the media of right-wing militias, particularly 
following the bombing in April of the Alfred 
P Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City 
But more likely than not, the idea was to cre¬ 
ate the illusion of an unassociated collection 
of resistance groups. 

The targets of this latest campaign included 


Ernst Zundel, Charles Scott (Canadian Aiyan 
Nations), Tony McAleer (Canadian Libetly Net), 
Terry Long (Canadian Aryan Nations), and John 
Thompson of the Mackenzie Institute. As the 
package sent to the Mackenzie Institute failed to 
detonate, and while the others were contained 
by bomb specialists, another one sent to Alta 
Genetics Inc* - a cattle-breeding company in 
Calgary - was caused some damage to a desk 
when opened by a secretary. Return addresses 
on the packages were made out to secondary 
targets in the event that the package was 
returned to sender, but more likely served to 
lure the prin\aty^ target into opening the pack¬ 
age. Warning letters recei^ied by these organiza¬ 
tions in mid-April read: 

“Greetings racist trash. You and your 
organization have proi*en yourself to be true 
scum. We don't eocpect that you iviU cease 
your activities in response to our threats ... 
So take this first wave of devices as a decAa- 
raiion of war. Until we see evidence that 
these 10 organizations have slopped their 
fascist activities^ they and olhet's tike thcTti 
icill need to watch their backs, their homeSt 
their cars, their mailboxes, their offices, 
their food... This is only the beginning. 

These actions, which at time of writing 
still remain shrouded in suspicion, coincided 
with an arson attack on Ernst Zundcl’s forti¬ 
fied home along with a number of other 
homes occupied by fascists, Zundefs package 
was received a scant two weeks after his 
house had been fi reborn bed. The arson, most 
likely unrelated, had many in the community 
quite pleased to see his house flame-up in 
mock tribute to the 50th anniversary of 
'Victory in Europe’^ 

Despite some of the positive reactions to 
the arson attack, anti-fascists in the area were 
slightly taken aback by the mail-bombings. 
Since militants on the ground had very little 
idea as to where the attacks might have origi¬ 
nated, many chose to put the issue on hold 


until more became known. While some 
observer seemed convinced of a plot by the 
right to undermine the left, others claimed the 
campaign smacked of something one might 
expect from the 'secret police’ to discredit the 
left. Hopeful guesses in one respect, but 
unraveling facts are pointing elsewhere. 


A KNOCK AT IKE DOOR 



In the wake of the AFM/MDATF actions, 
anti-fascists instinctively backed away from 
an atmosphere of impending repression to 
wait for the smoke to clear. That smoke never 
cleared. In fact, the only sign of it lifting has 
been the revelation of the leaked document 
from NSIS Vancouver. Since the summer of 
1995, it had been rumored that investigations 
were fanning out from Vancouver to encom¬ 
pass other provinces. This can now be con¬ 
firmed, although the extent of the scope has 
yet to be fully realized* 

Judging from the document, entitled 
'"Information To Obtain A Search Warrant 
Canada: Province Of British Columbia" the 
cops knew where to begin with their investi¬ 
gations. The AFM/MDATF communiques 
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themsi'lvc^s overwhelmingly lend to the theo¬ 
ry that they liave originated from a section of 
the left. The politics are all over the map, as 
are the references t!iey source in t^laiining 
inspiration anti offering solidarity in the name 
of. Funnily enough, this is what actually led 
many to suspect that the action had been car¬ 
ried out by tlie cops or tlie extreme-right* All 
said, the tenninoiogy was a bit too laughably- 
lefty for even the likes of your average fascist- 
in-the-knt)w to pull off The style of the 
actions and communiques bore a resem¬ 
blance to those of the anarchist/enrironmen- 
tali St -styled Animal Liberation Front (ALFj 
and ‘Direct Action’ tendency of the eariy 80s, ^ 
so it was down lliese a\enues that lines of 
investigation were opened. 

Tills investigation, as outlined in the doc¬ 
ument, focused mainly on the targeted sus¬ 
pects and their contac^ts, in pursuit of the 
unknown Anti-Fascist Militia (AFM), Militant 
Direct Action Task Force (MDATF) and a 
iliird shadow-group, the “Justice 
Depailmerit". “Since April 2 j'>, 19115, members 
of Vancouver members of the 

Edmonton National Security Investigations 
Section, members of the Ontario National 
Security ln^esti gat ions Section, members of 
the RCMP General Investigations Section in 
Calgary ami Edmonton, Alberta and 
Chilli w^ack, British Columbia, members of the 
Metropolitan Toronto Police Sen ice 
Intelligence Services, Edmonton Police 
Servic e and members of the Vancouver Police 
Def)iirtment liave been involved in the investi¬ 
gation It remains unknowm to what 

extent these investigations were hamijered by 
the leak of the NSIS document. 

Prior to raids on the homes of the 
accused, their living sjiaces had been wire¬ 
tapped. Judging from the report and seeing as 
the suspects discovered tlie listening-devices 
early on, a great deal of potential evidence 
could hav^e been disposed of, theoretically, 
Tlie most useful infonnation in the report prt>- 
vides a glimpse int o what constitutes sucii an 
investigative procedui'e. The level of surv'eil- 
lance before the raids w'as heavy, and has no 
doubt remained consistent since. “During the 
tenn of Authorization ... there w^ere approxi¬ 
mately nine thousand and seventy-three calls 
intercepted on telephone lines, both audio 
and facsimile"^^ and e-mail. A monitor room 
liad been established at RCMP headquarters 
in Vancouver for the purpose of monitoring 
the intercepted communications. On 
November 7, 1995, a search warrant w as exe¬ 
cuted on a Vancouver storage locker rented 
by one of the suspects. Discovering and 
covertly marking the enclosed contents - con¬ 
tents which were identical to items and ingre¬ 
dients utilized in the mailings - investigating 
officers installed a hidden video camera to 
document the comings-and-goings of the 
locker's users. Several activists within main¬ 
stream anti-racist and anti-fascist groups have 


also come under scrutiny. Several ‘visits' have 
taken place, although no further raids have 
occurred nor charges laid at time of wanting. 
Investigations are still pentiing and in all like¬ 
lihood, the net is still widening. 

Since the raids and the subsequent 
appearance of the NSIS information, things 
have been extremely quiet. Although a great 
deal still remains unconfinned, with an even 
greater deal unknown, there's enough to put 
together the basic whOj how^ what and wlien. 
But why? 

THE TIME IS RIGHT? 



At the time when the AFM/MDATF 
actions occurred, the organiziHi far-riglil 
across Canada were well into a jjcriiKi of 
decline. AJtliimgh llie Heritage Front and 
other stiaiegically-aligned groups across 
Norili Ameritra were on thill Icisl legs, some 
of the leadei^ihi]) figures took a step bai k to 
reassess their work. They soi>n made a sw itt h 
from movement-bull ding on the si rivets, to 
movement-building via mainstream propa¬ 
ganda, Anti-fascist initiatives were also in a 
slump, splintered over attempts to adjust to 
tliese changing conditions. Tiim^s were ums<\ 
On April 4, 1995, they got worse. 

Regardless of how' one views th(‘ tactit:s 
uiilized, and despite the fact that the actions 
Jailed in their design, w'as the lime right Ibr 
these actions in North America'^ Some nught 
argue that the counterbalance of extreme- 
right action in this area far outweighs any¬ 
thing coming from the left. True enougl’i, the 
right-wing are in the ascendancy today, but 
they’re where they are for a reason. Since the 
mid-70s they have been on a steady rise. The 
Oklahoma City bombing, an organized action 
by fascism which created a virtual advertise¬ 
ment for leaderless resistance, didnb come 
blasting out from nowhere; and it hardly 
sprang directly from the pages of a William 
Pierce pulp novel either. The fascists have 
done their groundwork; paved in tandem with 
the state which had created the space for this 
renaissance by smashing the most radical 


sections of the left. Despite being somewhat 
marginalized, the elements behind the 
Oklahoma City hombing were well aw an* that 
the seeds had been sown in North Americ a; 
seeds wliich would indirectly protmre sup¬ 
port for actions sucli as tliese anti beyond. 

For the AFM/MDATF to entertain the 
notion that they w'ore evoking a similar pro¬ 
paganda victory is a flat-out farce. If tin* aim 
w^as to create a fluny of activity, this was 
achieved. But was the strategy of creating a 
iTont of armies' really anything more than an 
unconvincing attempt to somehow prove the 
existence of a left-wing c'ounter-equivalent to 
the armed w ing of fascism in America? If the 
niall-boml)s had succeeded in doing wlial 
they w^eir designetl for, would the anli-J'ascisl 
movement t>n tin* whole have been able to 
sustain a retaliation in kind? 

On tin* surfat^e, it won hi apjiear that tlie 
AFM/MDATF had decided - perhaps not 
entirely consciously - to hy|>ass the lengthy 
process of clawing back' the* conditions fi<nn 
tin* cuixent right wan J drift in Norib America, 
Their shortt (Jinirig seems to t>e I bat they 
\iewe<l their actions as ai eidacmnent - nta as 
a corntdement - Ibr an anti-fascist movement 
which hatl bt en o}>eiating with militant ]juli- 
tks and arlions crmiideti* with a target base 
of community siqjport. This Task Forie' 
poppt^d out of nowhere and they, along willi 
the contren-i^rsy they stined np for a short 
lime in tlu* jness, seem \o havt^ gom* baek 
there. There is no api>arent evklenee that this 
fool’s army had a eredible gromuiitig or base 
of mutual suj>poi1 from witlhn the anti-faseist 
movement. 


CALLING ALL MILITANT 
ANTI-FASCISTS 



The iighl against fascism comes dow^n to 
exactly that; a light. Militant anti-fascism nat¬ 
urally faces criminalization as a subversive 
element w^hen it threatens the stale's hegemt>- 
ny over the option of force in countering fas¬ 
cist violence, litis is nothing new to anti-fas^ 
cists. The physical element in confronting fas¬ 
cism is a crucial component in any suc:cessful 
operation against them. Where they go, you 
go. If they make knowm a meeting plac^e or 
rendezvous point, the idea is to occupy it or 
smash it up anti quite often both. As it g( 5 es, a 
good kicking is not the only component to an 









organized anti-fascist response. By far. But if 
you can’t back up those other components 
and defend your own initiatives, then you’ll 
not be very successful in the long run. When 
the physical strategy temporarily wins out 
ajid tJie fascists scurry off in all directions, 
there is always the chance they will resort to 
underground fomts of terror, Tliis sometimes 
comes from a position of weakness but, as 
recent history shows, that's not alw'ays the 
case. Does the left challenge them on tliis ter¬ 
rain? W’lere they go, you go. But don’t forget 
to pack some sense beforeliand. 

Militant anti-fascasts don’t pander to free 
speech and other liberal definitions of 
^democracy' touted by the middle class Left 
and status-quo. The only lively debate with 
fascists that’s worth having is one which 
results in them rethinking their argument 
from a long and hard look at the pavement. 
But., w hile no one would have shed too many 
tears in their drinks over the worldly loss of 
these fascists, many anti-fascists viewed the 
aclioits with raised eyebrows for the suspect 
tactics utilized. The use of mail-bombs is 
none too bright. Arguably, this tactic is the 
easiest and most convenient w'ay of j^hysicaJ- 
ly attacking one’s political enemies without 
haWng to dirty one’s hantls. It lias come to be 
known as a tactic of fear; one w'hich places 
uninvolved parties or civilians into the line of 
fire. Although it t:an be argued t hat other mil¬ 
itant actions and tactics sometimes bring an 
element of 'risk', mail-bombs have “ by way 
of tradition - rarely l>een a weapon in the 
left s arsenal. 'Direct' aclitjn? Not very. This 
style of remote attack has become a trade¬ 
mark of the extreme-right everyw^here. 

Do the AFM/MDATF actions fall under 
the banner of niilitanl ami-fascism simply 
because they meet criteria in the 'violence' 
tiepartment? Do copycai-Unabomber actions 
coming from no real grounding reflect a 
trohesive strategy? 'fhe MDATF state in one 
of their communkiut^, ". .w'e take the only 


option left open to us - Armed Revolutionary' 
Action" Not only is this statement a ludi¬ 
crous one to make, based on the conditions 
at the time, but it may speak volumes on 
their inability to organize in any other capac* 
ity prior to deciding it was time to 'up-the- 
ante'. Actions carried out on any level 
require a balance of political direction in 
order to insure a shot at success. Did the 
AmbFascist Militia activists construct a 
political blueprint for their actions? 


A PLAN FOR ACTION? 



Fascism is most effectively fought in the 
areas of its influence. Many successful cam¬ 
paigns against fascist organizing and rei;ruit- 
ment in North America have focused around 
confronting their ‘'centres of operation’'. 
Sometimes these turned out to be houses in 
W'hich fascists lived, doubling as organiza¬ 
tional facilities or meeting siiaccs. For obvi¬ 
ous reasons these made good targets for anti¬ 
fascists; targets which w'ere directly linked to 
specific comlitions in that area where fascism 
w'as attempting a bridgehead. In other cases, 
whereby picketing homes and w^orkplaces 


became a one-track strategy unto itself, it 
reflected serious deficiencies. 

While it is certainly true that key figures 
on the far-right orchestrate the direction of 
fascist ranks, sole emphasis on 'fascist figure¬ 
heads’ gives those individuals crusader-like 
status; in effect, focusing more attention on 
them then they deserve. Directing every 
searchlight on these individuals tends to 
ignore the root cause of dieir growth. It 
ignores the field on which they play and in die 
end, allows diem free run on that turf. While 
it is essential to target the key-players of orga¬ 
nized fascism, regardless of liow' marginalized 
they may be, it is equally important to counter 
their influence. 

In breaking the cycles of growth for the 
far-right, putting a stop to their activity is the 
first stage of action. This involves drawing 
attention to the source of the problem, and 
then taking the steps necessary to effectively 
deal with it In Canada, this had been achieved 
throughout areas that bore the strongest con¬ 
centrations of fascist activity and oiganizing. 
Tile second stage - one of replacing them in 
these areas where they recruit and thrive - is 
the key to long-tenn success. It’s a step in the 
right direction to have a fascist organizer sent 
packing, but what can anti-fascists hope to 
achieve through a short-term strategy, apart 
from having to go through the whole business 
again a couple of years later from scratch? 

Instead of fallowing through with the anti¬ 
fascist plan of action that was already in 
effect, the Anti-Fascist Militia activists seem 
to have opted for discounting the w hole expe¬ 
rience. If they took any inspiration, it was the 
short-term or quick-fix vision typical of 
refonnist anti-racist groups who have failed to 
realign to changing conditions.., die belief that 
banning, sentencing, jailing and even 'silenc¬ 
ing’ fascist leadership will defeat fascism. 
Basing their plan for action on this miscon¬ 
ception, the And-Fascist Militia activists have 
exposed their own weakness. 


ZUNOEL'BUNKER TORCHED ON V-E OAT 

At appremmately 5:30 am on Sunday, May 7, 50 years to the day the 
Nazis fell to Allied forces, the home/office ‘"bunker" of Nazi propagandist 
and hoiocaust^denier Ernst Zundel was set on fire with a few litres of gaso¬ 
line, lit in a calm and deliberate mannen The action has been dainied by 
the “Jewish Anned Resistance Movemenr which apparently c<Hne3 out of 
the Jewish Defence league, a Zionist armed group. Up to half-mlliion dob 
lars’ damage w'as done, and the fire destroyed mountains of nazi newspa¬ 
pers and files^ as well as printing and duplicating equipment According to 
the Zundeiites, the budding was insured but not the contents, 

Zunde) first fortified his home after a 1984 pipedjomb atock, and for 
the past twenty year^ he has been fought on all fronts^ including at 
Canada’s Supreme Court level, primarily by the Jewl^ commumty. He is 
linked to authorship md distribution^ ^Did Sbe Million 

Really "TThe Hitler We and Why"". His cinrmt propagan¬ 

da work includes j^rtwave radio brp^casts, video smd pubiishing^ and 
is Tumoured to be behind an ^anti-anti-fasc^* datab^ 

: gmn for sale to Ei^pean nazis^ He is 'ddul£a ki^ pl^er in the 

ftn-right-locallyt nationally and international^ 


Zundel, who was away on a speaking tour in B.C.^ is perhaps the 
most credible-sounding of Canadian nazis, with a polished style and end¬ 
less smirk, always playing the victim of the Left and Jews. He immedi¬ 
ately pinned the blame for the fire on the mo^ vocal of Ms current oppo- 
nents, a new neighbourhood-based anti-racist groi^, and a militamt 
Toronto anti*fascis£ group which has demonsirated in front of the bunker 
in the past, tossing rotten fish and excrement But ZundeVs enemies are 
many. The action certainly struck a chord in the neighbourhood: many 
people openly cheered at the sight of the fire's ravages: a gaping hole in 
the roof and water-damaged debris. 

The neighbourhood*based organization^ Cabbagetown Campaign 
Against Nazis in Our Neighbourhood (C-CANON), and Anti-Radst Action 
(ARA) have publicly stated their si^iport for the action. Both groups 
believe that it is not the role of anti-radsts to protect Zundel from the 
wrath of his numerous enemies; ^However, nearby tenants (who happen 
to be; Aaan immigrants} have be«i made homeless ^ a result of the 
attack, and could probably use some finarw^ help.; 
r DCANON member EaMii was ^upted m dmly 

when asked if be condoned the of Mpg $J ); 
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*Tascisi ieadfnship ift North America 
have made considemhfe atte^mpts to move 
their opemtiotis off the streets and into the 
mainstt'eam throughoul the past few year's; 
a direct resutt of anti-fascist strength in the 
at^a. These moves on their behaif are a 
cfear derision against publicly offering 
themseives up as potential targets for anti¬ 
fascists during the present frame. How mm; 
on all fmnts they (i/v? shitting eou fmnta- 
tions today in oirlcr to build the support 
theylt need for the ineintable clashes of 
lomormuL Currently, we are seeing a group¬ 
ing convergence of the far-right as iparious 
elements at*e consolidating with the atm of 
building a mass-based movement, During 
this phase, anti fascists should be artivety 
buitding their own strategies and polltleaf 
relevance to counter the influence of the far 
nght on all levels ." ^ ^ 

ENDNOTES 

1. “ Informal ion To Obtain A 
VVairaiit/CanatU: Pmvinc'o Of Brilish 
(’oiiimhia'". jHJsttMl on Ernst Znmitl's 
''ZiimlnlsiU'". 

2. a™ c-omniuniqut^ #1 -- Ami Tho Spirit Infti- 
Bullcqin #4 - Juiu^/Ju3y 

;i Thi‘ PrcjviiR-e, July 20, mfy. 

4. The Geor[^ia Straight, July 21-2H, WWy. 

a. aclioit claimed by the “Jt'wish Anmjri 
Kesistaneif Movement" [see sitlc4>ar:' Zunclel 
Bunker Tfireheti On V-E lJay’'J. 

0. "hifoimatiun I'o Obtain A Search Warrant/ 
<.:anadar Province Of British Columbia", 
National Sccvirily Investigations Section 
(NSIK), Province of British Columbia. 


7. Direel Actifm was active in the early 80 h, 
responsible for the bombing of a powtT line 
anfl Litton Systems [Canada) Lttl, a plant 
that produf‘ed gnidt^cl cruise missiles, TTie 
affiliated Wimmins Fire Brigade had simulta¬ 
neously fimboinbed video shops vi-hir h were 
slot king violent ptmiography. The Animal 
Liberation Frtint (ALF) a non-violent but pro 
direct act i cm groii^) l]ast*d in England from 
lilTfh was im|n>rled and actively set up here 
across t'anada in tht' t?arly 80s. The AFM 
shadow-grtaip, ''Justice Department", bears 
the same name of a group fonned in Engliuid 
in 1993; an uffshoot of the ALF. This English- 
based grfjiip claimeti responsibility for a 
campaign of h^tteis containing raztjr-itrimetl 
moiji^etraps and package Isombs sent to 
hunters, farmers, ajiiniiil rest^archers, breed¬ 
ers and tneal produci^rs. An other such grtnip, 
also an offshoot of the ALF, was tht^ “Animal 
Eights Militia". These splinter groups havl 
been subject lo intensive suiveillance and 
disruption from the British stiile. The Animal 
Highls Militia is said to have bi-en a fake 
group set up by police agencies to entrajj 
activists 

8. exeeupt from set tion “iirounds For Belief', 

“InloTmaticm To Obtain A Searth 
Warrant/Ganada: Prtiviruc Of British 

Columbia', Naiional Security Investigations 
Kcelion (N8IS). Pi(3vmce of British 
Columbia. 

9. exceiqn from setlion “tirounds Feji Ih'livf, 
“Information To Obtain A Search Wan am/ 
Canada: Fiovinee Of British ['olumbia", 
National Security Investigatiijns Section 
(NSIS), fhiovincc of British Columbia. 

10. Vimeouver Sun, July 2t>, BJU"). 

11. exceqg from 'An Introduction Tt» Anti^ 
?"ascisl Fomin” k'aflet, 1997. 


The most entertaining thing throughout the c^ftermath of the maii-bomb attackSj 
second only to some priceless reaclions/rom the targets themsetveSf was the response 
of the liberal Left. As is usually the ease in these matters^ the newshounds swarmed 
the doorsteps of the anti-racist ^professionals* to get to their facts. What we heard 
from the ‘experts* was a sampling of their gripes concerning the militant wing of anti¬ 
fascism, Fists and boots against fascists were suddenly made out to be in the same 
league mail-bombs! The illustrious Alan Dutton of the Canadian Anti-racism 
Education and Research Society (CAERS)j refuted the bombings and stated in the 
press^ “IVe do ndl support any acts of vigilantism against hate groups/* **Counter-posing 
hate against hate is not the solution to the problem^* (Vancouver Sun, July 20/95) 
Many liberal anti-fascist organizations seem to revel in their use of the word ‘‘hate** 
to describe violence or general nastiness coming from the right or the left. Its a con¬ 
venient middle-class coinage used to avoid dealing with the real problem at source; 
much like the social worker who believes that gouth attracted to the fascist violence 
must be dealt with by sitting them down and analyzing their feelings. We hate that. 

Charan Gillj long-time “president** of the B.C. Organization to Fight Racism 
(BCOFR)f when asked by the press about his views on the tactics used, mentioned noth¬ 
ing directly about the bombs. Instead he used the opportunity to state “BCOFR has 
not had anybody attend its meetings who wanted to fight racism with violence, but 
said that extremists who want to take direct action against the hate movement occa¬ 
sionally show up at demonstrations.** (Vancouver Sun, July 20M5) His group con¬ 
demned the actions of militant antifascists in January J99S who had stormed a hotel 
where White Aryan Resistance leaders and supporters were meeting. Funnily enough^ 
this is the same line of tact which led the BCOFR into irrelevancy and failure in the 
early 80s while the Klan was left tofesten Knee-jerk pacifism at its worst. 

Not surprisingly, Alain Dtfour of the World Anti-fascist League (LAM) was also 
asked to cobble a few words together for the Montreal Gazette (July 26/95) as an 
expert on the subject of ‘l^-wing ejtfremisfs’, naturally. 


(conLfrom pg. BO) Zuiide], Eakiii answei^d 
‘Absolutely. If people don't fight back, 
then where are we? Back in Woiid War O. 
You have to stand up." Eakin went to the 
Zundel bunker when he heard about the 
fire, and put up a sign reading 
"Oklahoma=sZundel~Hate, Out Nazi Outi" 
Another neighbour pointed out to TV 
reporters in front of the burned building 
that Zundel had brought the attack upon 
himself* and that the fire showed exactly 
why he is not wanted in the neiglibaur- 
hood. C-CANON's immediate goal had 
been to educate the looal community 
about Zundefs presence; and this job has 
now been accomplished rather speedily. It 
now rests with five neighbourhood group 
to continue educating area residents 
about Zimdefs role in tire neo^nazi and far* 
right scene w'oiidwide, and to organize 
against rebuilding of the bunker. 

It is dear to this writer that the rise of 
overt racism, white supremacist teiror and 
violence; and religious fundamentalism in 
North America is fuelling a war mentality 
And in this context die arson was an act of 
resistance, a statement on V-E day that can¬ 
not be ousinterpreted. At no time during 
the last fifty years since the defeat of 
Hitler’s Genuany; has die need to fight fas- 
dsm again been so great. It is well to 
remember that 60 years ago* the under-sup* 
ported Resistance fighters paid the highest 
price while setting the stage for the Allied 
forces* victoiy landing For the sake of 
those who wUl come after us, let us remem¬ 
ber the dignity of resistance* and use what¬ 
ever w^e may need to accomplish it 


-taken from Info BuUeiin ^ 
June/Jiily 1995 



CflBiaentliig ti the press oa the latest 
roend if ahise, Ziidel said, “My 
reaeUoB is there mist he sene aasty 
peiple ii the wrir. Well, soiHiaae 
sere sens te tbieh so, Mr. Znd^ 
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IF YOU 8ET A KNOCK 
AT THE DOOR... 

Militant anti-fascism naturally faces crimi¬ 
nalization as a subversive element when it 
threatens the state's hegemony over the option 
of force in countering fascist violence. All anti¬ 
fascists should be prepared for the inentabili- 
ty of interaction with the paid agents of the 
state, the police. That interaction may be the 
seemingly innocent inquiry about the nature of 
a loW’profile activity, such as flyposting, to an 
inquiry concerning individuals in relation to an 
action. We should all be under no illusions 
whatsoever about these interactions. They are 
designed to remove our liberty from us. This is 
a very real threat and should be treated with 
the utmost seriousness. 

Avoid talking to the police. There is no law^ 
in this country that says you must talk to the 
police. Where it becomes unavoidable, forget 

about obtaining your statutory rights. the 

police have alreatiy forgot about giving them 
to you. All the middle class nonsense about 
they have to do this, say that and behave in a 
particular W'ay is a theory propounded and set 
in law by those who never come into conflict 
with the law because it acts in their interests. 
On the streets, the general procedure is you 
will be asked your name and address. This is 
all you are required to give. Say no more. 

Do not answer questions about the names, 
atidresses or intentions of others. Most anti¬ 
fascists are understandably cautious about 
volunteering information about themselves so 
it is highly likely that you only know people by 
sight and very little else about them. 
Remember, every piece of infonnaiion you 
give the state that you are not obliged to is of 
use to the state, it gives them names, provides 
a contact network, it places people at events. 
It may seejn insignifleant now but at a future 
date it may be used in a prosecution, for exam¬ 
ple to provne that a certain group are often 
together on demonstrations, etc. Often, the 
police and other agents of the slate will 
approach you’and say something like: “Your 
nanie has come up in the course of an investi¬ 
gation into a bombing conspiracy If you can 
just answer a few questions, we're sure we can 
clear this up." The purpose of statements like 
this is to catch you off guard, to intimidate 
you, and to get you to talk. Say nothing. 

Some anti-fascists think they can out¬ 
smart the investigator, turn their questions 
around and get information from them. 
Elxperience has shown that this is danger¬ 
ous. Questions often provide insight for 
theni to go on. Do not engage in political 
conversations with the investigators either. 
Lying is also generally a bad idea. Statements 
that can be proven to be false will be fol¬ 
lowed up. The best thing you can do is con¬ 
vey that you do ntjt know anything, you are 
not aware of any such individuals, you do 
not know who they should talk to^ and that 


you are the most thick-headed person on the 
block. Plain ignorance is not a crime. 

Don't let police investigators into your 
house. If they get a foot in the door, demand 
that they leave. You don’t have to let them in 
unless they have a properly filled-out and valid 
search or arrest warrant. Don't allow them to 
talk their way in. If they enter, call your lawyer 
and gel the lawyer on the phone with the cops. 
You are still not obliged to answer any questions. 

You don't have to go anywhere with the 
police or investigators unless you are under 
arrest. If they invite you out for a 'friendly' 


chat or ask you to accompany them any¬ 
where, don't go. There Is no such charge as 
“For Questioning'', ‘Tor Suspicion" or “For 
24 Hours". If you are arrested and charged, 
you only have to give your name, address, 
fingerprints and have your photo taken. 

Don't get chatty with your cellmate - the 
police can use evidence obtained from planted 
agents and informers. Immediately demand 
to call your lawyer and do not volunteer for 
any other police procedures (ie: forensic 
examinations, etc.) 

tfKATEVER YOU SAY, SAY NOTKINSI 
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Rnti-fascist cgher 



action? Communications and networkfng is an oft-neglected aspect of contemporary 
anti-fascist work, nationally and internationally. It seems that in this area of this work, the ele¬ 
ments that might benefit most from a practical exchange are the ones who are the least represent¬ 
ed, The hype surrounding the Internet and the proliferation of far-right as well as left-oriented 
material housed there can hardly be Ignored. The entire spectrum of the far-right have utilized the 
computer networks of this new media to spread propaganda, indoctrinate, recruit and even coordi¬ 
nate actions. 


Like other traditional forms of communication, the Internet can be useful for promoting the views 
and experiences of militant anti-fascists worldwide. In this section, we have included a cross-sec¬ 
tion of notable North American 'pages' on the "World Wide Web". There isn't a lot out there and 
most of what is has been buried in amongst the overwhelming presence of liberal Left initiatives. 

While it is crucial to build these structures for the militant tendency, such communfcations should 
not be confused with active organizing, let atone action] The reasons for this are obvious. While it 
is true that Internet access brings the joy of free long distance phone charges, militants who do 
not have the privilege are left out of the process. Although this Is changing, there should be no 
illusions of the Internet becoming some sort of replacement battleground for the anti-fascist fight 
in the real world. 
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ARA Net 

http://www.aranetorg 

This is the official ara Network 
page. Their four points of unity 
are; i) We go where they go, 

2) We don't rely on the tops or 
the courts. 3) Non sectarian 
defense of other anti-fascists, 
and 4) ARAnet intends to do 
the hard work necessary to 
build a strong, broad move¬ 
ment against racism, sexism, 
antj-semirism. homophobia, 
discrimination against the dis¬ 
abled, the oldest, the 
youngest, and the weakest of 
our people. We intend to win!" 
From this sire, other varying 
ARA groups across North 
America have their webpages 
linked. Some of them stand 
behind the above points of 
unity, some of them don't 
agree with point #z and say 
outright, incorporating a non¬ 
violence line, while other ARA 
sites don't carry the points at 
all. The ARAnet vyebsite is part 
□r something called the Anti 
Racism 'Ring", something of a 
service that Links related sites 
together in a ring that you can 
browse through. 



Arm The Spirit 

http://burn.ucsd.edu/ 

-ats 

Arm The Spirit has consistently 
provided top-notch coverage of 
various anti-capitalist struggles 
both here and abroad- The pro¬ 
ject has maintained accurate 
coverage of both the Irish and 
Kurdish questions as welt as 
hosting the famous MRTA 
SoEidarity-site on the Web. 
Having once been a magazine, 
ATS conduct the bulk of their 
work through the computer 
networks. This service has 
excelled in providing reportage 
of anti-fascist actions, along 
with accurate translations of 
information and news from 
other countries. Run a search 
on ''anti-fascism" on the WWW 
and you'll find loads of 
archived ATS material. From 
their website, you can sub¬ 
scribe to the ATS L Ustserv and 
receive information updates on 
a regular basis. For their 
efforts, ATS often get their fair 
share of positive feedback. For 
example this gem; “After revo 
lution you will laugh out of 
other side of your face...." 
Blood and Honour Germany. 
IVIakes it all worthwhile. 


Anti-Fascist Info 
Bulletin 

News. Analysis. Research, 
Action, The Anti Fascist Info 
Bulletin (AFIB) is a listserv 
which offers frequent, wide- 
ranging and above all, timely 
reports and announcements rel¬ 
evant to militant anti-fascists. 
Over a short span of time, this 
service has fast become THE 
source for information and 
analysis on the resistance 
against the right. Part of the 
Anti-Fascist Forum network, the 
AFIB finds a home at the AFF 
website where ail of the back- 
issues are archived. For more 
inform at ion on AFIB and AFF. 
see the inside back cover. 



BURN 

http://burn,ucsd.edu/ 


The BURN site provides a 
secure home for a wide array 
of groups. It's well put together 
in every aspect and above all, 
it's useful- One of our favourite 
features on it is the anti-fascist 
art section, housing the defini 
rive posterworks of the 
International Brigades of the 
Spanish Civil War and a section 
on German anti-fascist militant 
and propagandist, john 
Heartfield, 
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Anti-Fascist 
Skinhead Alliance 

httpV/www.geocities. 

com/CapitolHill/8592/ 

"Anti-Fascist Skinhead Alliance 
is a network of skin-heads that 
are true to their roots. Due to 
the ever-growing number of 
new jack scum that have 
infested the skinhead world* 
we have decided to act m the 
best interests of our subculture 
and unite a forte of true skin¬ 
head warriors to reclaim our 
scene from the horde of new 
jack fencewalking trash as well 
as rid our streets of fascisf 
scum." 

Sounds like a plan. 
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The Anti-Fascist 
Web 

http://www.serve.com/ 

Antifasc/ 

This website strives to link 
together anti Fascist resources, 
lists, archives and groups 
together with a range of broad’ 
er left initiatives on the 
Internet. It does this rather suc¬ 
cessfully. considering there's 
not a whole lot out there. This 
site may not be the most eye¬ 
pleasing one around, but 
someone's put a great deal of 
work into this and that's what 
makes it useable. Our main 
complaint is that many of the 
links to various groups are out¬ 
dated, Come to think of it, 
some of the groups themselves 
are outdated! US Communist 
Party, UK Communist Party, 
Peruvian Communist Party, 
website in defense for 
Mao„.. 



RASH 

http ;//www.g0o cities. 

com/CapitolHill/Lobby/ 

1753/rashi.htnnl 



Veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade 

http;//www.itec.sfsu. 

edu/students/ 

projects/mandrews/ 

VALB/valbhome.htm 

This site commemorates those 
who valiantiy fought against 
Francois fascism in Spain. 
Focussing on the contributions 
of the American battalion in 
Spain, this site documents the 
'"Battles and Retreats" of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade with 
survivors’ accounts and pho¬ 
tographs, it features an alpha’ 
beticai "'Roll Call" of voluri- 
teers, as well as links to the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade 
Archives. For a militant anti-fas■ 
cist history buried away so 
deep, there is a virtual gold' 
mine of material linked to 
these sites, So much in fact, 
that we will be doing an entire 
feature on the hisioty of their 
struggle in a future issue of AC 



yi^A ZAPATA! 


Turning The Tide 

http;//kumo.swcp. 

com/xines/ 

cLjrrent/i67.htmt 


Official website of the Red 
Anarchist Skinheads. This site 
is well put together and worth 
a visit if not only to obtain 
complete listings of all RASH 
divisions, addresses and group 
information. It's ail on offer 
here.... links to Redskin bands, 
groups, futball clubs and other 
anti fascist resources. Well 
done lads and ladettes! 


Turning The Tide is the print- 
publication of PART {People 
Against Racist Terror), based in 
California. As far as we're 
aware, they don't have their 
own website, but their newspa 
per is available through a mag- 
ai in e-order service on the 
Internet at this location. 
Unfortunately, you need a cred¬ 
it card, so just write them a 
letter and mail it? Sod Che 
Internet. 



Cybrary of the 
Holocaust 

http ://www. reme m- 
ber.org 


International Anti-Fascist Websites 

Antifascist Informations 

http://user.cs.tu- 

berIin.de/-antifatu/contents.htm 

Antifa Info Linz 

http://www.2ika.c0.at/Antifa 

Anti-Fascist Action (England) 

http://www.foobar.co.uk/users/ankh/afa/ 

Antifascistisk Aksjon (Norway) 

http://www.privat.riksnett.no/-antifa 


This website Is a filing tribute 
to the memory of those lost to 
the horrors of fascism in 
Hitler's Germany. The site is 3 
virtual museum of the 
Holocaust complete with infor¬ 
mation and documentation on 
the various camps, survivors 
and liberators, interactive 
maps, photo-tours and bio¬ 
graphical accounts bring 
together a welt organized site 
which even provides links to a 
search engine for tracing family 
ties lost to the fascist death 
factories. 


AFA Rotterdam 

http://www.mediaport.org/-afa/ 

Anti-fN page 

http://www.perso.hol.fr/~ogenieys/antifn.html 

Autonome Antifa (M) 

http://www.nadir.org/nadir/initativ/aam 

Der Ubersteiger weltweit 

http;//www.iura2.uni,hamburg.de/pauli/ 

Germany Alert 

http ://cha ntry.com/ga 



Ljungby RAC Skinheads 

http://members.trip0d.com/-T_Skins/T_Skin5. 

html 

Reflex (Paris) 

http://www.anet.fr/-aris/ 


Covert Action 
Quarterly (CAQ) 

http://www.worldme- 

dia.com/caq/ 


This is The official CAQ Home 
Page. Covert Action has to be 
one of the most relevant long¬ 
standing publications coming 
from the left in Worth America, 
Their work is based around 
uncovering the role of US intel¬ 
ligence interactions around the 
world. Their scope is wide and 
thorough. Recently. CAQ have 
provided insightful coverage 
and exposes on the rise of cftl- 
zen’s militias In the US. along 
with cutting reports on the 
Christian Right and neo-Nazis 
in the anti-abort ion movement. 
Here you'll find their archived 
material from the magazine 
and relevant links to groups 
and publications. 


SHARP L’Atacanti 

http;//www.geodties.com/SunsetStr(p/4209/ 
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Antifa Info-Bulletin 

news analysis ^ research ic action 

Antifa Info-Bulletin is an E-zine for researchers and activists fighting 
to stop the far-right and their corporate benefactors dead in their tracks. 
Our purpose is not simply to document the crimes perpetrated by a bur¬ 
geoning fascist movement across North America, but to analyse the 
re-emergence of the racist right within the wider context of global 
capitalism and imperialism as it exists today. 

Unlike those who portray reactionaries as '"outsiders" beyond the pale 
of the ""pluralist mainstream/" our purpose is to document and expose the 
continuities existing among far-rigbtlsts, corporate and state elites; the 
ruling class and their armed fist, the military and police. 

Fascism and its twin, clerical reaction, neither emerge from a void 
nor are they unconnected to dominant trends within the wider capitalist 
superstructure. For North Americans, the predominant expression of an 
emergent fasci.st movement, is racism and white supremacy. But it isn"t 
the fascists alone who are responsible for stoking the flames of race war 
or genocidal moves towards ""ethnic cleansing" and a white monoculture 
of shopping malls, suburban enclaves, and police state surveillance. 

As the capitalist crisis deepens, dominant elites are extending the 
""Third World model" into the imperialist metropole itself. Attacks upon 
our standard of living, union busting, racist pogroms against immigrants, 
organized misogyny and homophobia, violent anti-Semitism and anti- 
Black racism are exploited by the ruling class as "wedge issues."' The 
re-emergence of fascism within a score of European and North American 
countries can only be contextualized within the terminal crisis of bour¬ 
geois civilization itself. 

Failure to comprehend the contradictory nature of fascism - it"s simul¬ 
taneous character as an oppositional movement and violent prop for bour¬ 
geois society - inevitably leads to the failure by leftist forces to challenge 
and combat institutional racism, sexism, classism, humophohla, etc. 

Antifa Info-Bulletin is not intended to serve merely as a catalogue 
of fascist horrors. Our purpose is to function as an information network 
that will inform the emerging antifascist movement so that a consistent, 
unrelenting, and principled extra-parliamentary opposition to capitalism 
and its pit-bulls - the fascists and clerical reactionaries - ultimately can 
emerge, so that the entire system of oppression and terror will be 
challenged and smashed! 



Antifa Info-Bulletin (AFIB) 
750 La Playa #730 
San Francisco, CA 
94121 USA 

E-Mail: tbjrghardt@igc.apc.org 


*To subscribe to this antifaSGisl''-?«'>^.r 
news digest, send a message to;.-s®rr:a. 

tburghardt@igc.apc.org 



•Back-issues of the Antifa Info-^^'- 
Bulletin can be obtained 

WWW: I 

http;//burn.uc$d.edu/~aff/afib.html 
http://www.alternet.org/an/demworks/html 

FTP: ... 

ftp.etext.org-> 

/pub/politics/Arm.The.Spirit/Antifa 

/Antifa.Info-Bulletin 

On PeaceNet visit AFIB on 
<pol.right.anti> or by gopher -> 
gopher://gopher.igc.apc.org:7021/11/europe 
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Anti-Fascist Forum 


Nliai is IlnrhFoiisr Forum? 


Anti-Fascist Forum is an info-gfoup which collects and disseminates information and analysis on fascist activity and anti-fascist resistance. Its 
aim IS to build anti-fascist politics into an assessment Of the ground-level situation across North America* particularly in relation to areas where 
the fascists are most organi^d* The availability of Information in this arena has long been monopolized by lobby groups, pro-state and state- 
funded/privately-financed elements who have been about where their liberal sympathies lie at the end of the day. Cataloguing the 

dally habits of fascists or pressuring the law to curb 'hate-crimes' may put food on the table for some* but we would rather encourage the 
growth of anti-fascist action towards ending tHt right's exploitation of social and economic conditions. The building of active resistance 

and influencing fresh left-wing altetti^tlves tb the felse solutions of the extreme right are part of what we see being tied in with this spread of 
Information and strategy. By the militants, for the militants. 

We don't believe that selling papers or holding^mieetihgs replaces action. Far from it. But there Is a need now for the militants to establish their 
independence from the liberal elements and realign themselves to tackle fascism head-on. Fascist leadership In North America has made con¬ 
siderable attempts to move their operations off the streets and into the mainstream throughout the past few years; a direct result of anti-fas¬ 
cist strength in the area. These moves on their afe a Clear decision against publicly offering themselves up as potential targets for anti¬ 
fascists during the present frame. However; ph'all fronts they are shirking confror^tatlons today in order to build the support they'll need for the 
inevitable clashes of tomorrow. Currently, we are a growing convergence of the far-right as various elements are consolidating with the 

aim of building a mass-based movement. During this phase, anti-fascists should be actively building their own strategies and political relevance 
to counter the influence of the far right on all levels* Anti-Fascist Forum can play its part in this ongoing development by encouraging discus¬ 
sion of formulas which will add up to action and by circulating otherwise unavailable information. 


Building on Informalion leluiorh 


At the current stage, we are building on already-existing resources and contacts to effectively network with a number of organisations and indi¬ 
viduals who conduct the same level of work from the militant perspective. Through the existence of a formalized network* discussion of tactics, 
strategies and theory combined with a practical exchange of information :cari provide a boost to street-based Initiatives everywhere. At the same 
time, such a network would serve to challenge and counter the currents of fascist BS ^iuf%m^rvative Left structures. Anti-Fascist Forum 
aims to build upon a communication network via electronic and print-published media amongst militant anti-fascist initiatives across North 
America and Europe, Our initial efforts will be published through a magazine series-arid ever-increasingly over the Internet. 



The prime aim in setting up this project is to create a forum by which to bridge;tH 0 ap betwee^^ militants and contribute towards end¬ 
ing their Isolation, In doing so, we end par:Wn fSolatibn. ThroughouVrecent histoiy, activity has come from scattered groupings or 

from elements lumped within broader Left cpalftiphS; biperience on the ground has taught lis that a militant tendency must organize itself and 
call its own shots. Some anti-racist lobby-groups arid Organisations take their lead from goveimmehl grants and achieve nothing more than weak¬ 
ly defending the status quo. This does not constitute militant anti-fascism. In North America, Anti-Fascist Forum has taken the initiative In 
attempting the creation of a networking forum for genuine anti-fascist militants and thefr stipporters. This will grow alongside and complement 
the growth of anti-fascist action. 


SUPPORT OFF - SUBSCRIBE NOHI 

Anti-Fascist Forum is not a state-funded project. It relies solely on its own 
resources and supporters. Subscribe to Anttfa Forum or become a supporter by 
sending in this coupon today.... 

_ 4-is5ue subscription to Antifa Forum 

$25 (North America) / $30 (Overseas) 
- $50 (Institutions) 

□ Bulk orders of Antifa Forum 

$35 for 10 copies (postage included) 



Contributions to AFF in the form of news-clippings and 
independent reports are useful in putting together a 
broader picture of what goes on in various regions. 
Drawing from this, anti-fascists on other areas get a 
sense that their own siluatlon is not an isolated one. 
Geographical restrictions and limited resources can be 
overcome by a practical and effective sharing of infor¬ 
mation. To network with AFF, write tOT ^ 

flFF 

PO Box 6326, Station A 
Toronto, Ontario M5W 1P7 CANADA 



MSI WHS WUHm¥^iUl 
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CASE CLOSED? 

f8scist Ketmks s TIte Bklaliama City Bmliiag 


COPS 0 LAM GO HAND IN HAND 

A Critical Vim of tke WarlB Aati faseist leagoe 



THE ANTI-EASCIST MILITIA 

Proioatare Aotifascists? 


ANTI-FASCIST FDHUM 

PD Box G32G, station A 
Toronto, Dntario 
MSW1P7 
CANADA 

















